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Twelfth Congress. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thursday, Jan 16.—The following were the yeas 
and nays on engrossing the “volunteer bill.” 
Yras—Messrs. Alston, Anderson, Baker, Bard, 
Bartlett, Basset, Bibb, Blackledge, Bleecker, Blount, 
Bovd, Breckenridge, Brown, Burwell, Butler, 
Calhoun, Cheves, Clay, Cochran, Clopton, Con- 
dit, Crawford, Davis, Dawson, Desha, Dinsmoor, 
Earl, Emott, Findley, Franklin, Gholson, Gold, 
Green, Grundy, O. Hall, Harper, Hawes, Huff- 
tv, Hyneman, Johnson, Kent, King, Lacock, 
Little, Livingston, Lowndes, Lyle, Macon, Max- 
well, Moore, M‘Bride, M‘Coy, M‘iKee, Metcalf, 
Morgan, Morrow, Nelson, New, Newbold, Olms- 
by, Paulding, Pickens, Piper, Pond, Porter, Quin- 
cy, Reed, Ridgely, Ringgold, Rhea, Roane, Ro- 
berts, Rodman, Sage, Sammons, Seaver, Sevier, 
Shaw, Smilie, G. Smith, Stanford, Steward, 
Stow, Strong, Sullivan, Tallman, Talliaferro, 
Tracv, Troup, Turner, Van Cortlandt, Whitehill, 
Williams, Widgery, Wilson, Wright—96. 
Nays—Messrs. Archer, Bacon, Bigelow, Brig- 
ham, Champion, Chittenden, Davenpost, Ely, 
Fisk, Fitch, B. Hall, Jackson, Key, Law, Lewis, 
Mosely, Pearson, Pitkin, Potter, Seybert, Sturges, 
Taggart, Tallmadge, Wheaton, White—25. 
The following message was received from the 
resident of the United States, read, and ordered to 


te printed. 


To the senate and house of representatives of the 
United States. 
I communicate to congress a letter from the en- 








—— - 


voy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary of 


Great Britain, to the secretary of state, with the 


answer of the latter. 
The continued evidence afforded in this corres- 


pondence of the hostile policy of the British go- 
vernment against our national rights, strengthens 
the considerations recommending and urging the 


preparation of adequate means for maintaining them. 
JAMES MADISON, 


Washington, Jav. 16, 1812. 


ee teens 


MR. FOSTER TO MR. MONROB, 


Washington, December 17, 1811. 

Sin—I did not mean to have writien to you at 
this moment on the subject of our late correspon- 
dence, but that I have had the mortification to 
perceive statements circulated from highly respect- 
able sources, which gave a view of the preten- 
sions of Great Britain relative to the United States 
hot warranted by any of the letters which I 
had the honor to address to you, and which at 
@ time when discussions are continuing so tnpor- 
tant to the two countries, might, if left unrectihed 
produce an effect highly to be lamented by both the 


ana aealsanansannanennan UNMNNOOAS 


by creating unnecessary i:.itution, the’ might 


throw obstables in the way of a restoration of a 
friendly understanding beiween them. 

I find it asserted in the statement referred to, that 
I have, in the name of my government, demanded 
that the United States government should pass 
a law for the introduction of British goods into the 
American ports, and also that the United States 
should undertake to force France to receiyce into 
her harbors, British manufactires, 

I beg permission, sir, to declare that neither of 
these demands have been made by me, and that my 
meaning must nat have been understood, if such 
was conceived to have been its import, I could not 
have demanded the passage of such a law as above 
stated, because my government doesnot pretend to 
interfere with the internal government ofa friendly 
power, nor did I mean to demand that America 
should force France to receive our manufactures. 

All Imeant to say was, that the admission of 
French commerce while that of England has been 
excluded from the United States ports, was regards 
ed by Great Britain ashighly unfriendly in Ameri- 
ca, and that a continuation of such policy would be 
retaliated upon by Great Britain with similar re- 
strictions on her part which was so far merely am 
offering of like for like. But while the American 
non importation act excludes British trade from the 
United States’ ports, it must be recollected that it 
goes still further and excludes also British arm- 
ed ships from American ports, while it admits 
those of the enemies of Gréat Britain. “A neutral 
nation is responsible for the equality of its rules of 
conduct towards the belligerent powers” (to use the 
words of an American secretary of state in the year 
1796) and therefore the part of the law which estab-« 
lishes an inequality was justly an object of more se 
rious complaint on the part of Great Britain. You 
are aware sit of the advantage which his majesty’s 
enemies have derived from this state of inequality 
which enables them, though possessing no port of 
this hemisphere, continually to prey on the trade off 
his majesty’s subjects, secure of a refuge for theig 
cruizers and their prizes. 

The prohibition of entry to his majesty’s ships 
under tiese circumstances, might perhaps justify 
Great Britain in asserting that whatever revsom 
she may have for repealing or modifying her orderm 
in council, soas to lessen or entirely remove the 
pressure now unavoidably laid on the trade ofAmes 
rica as a neutral nation, she might yet refuse to én- 
ter into any discussion on that subject with the Uni- 
ted Siates, until either by the revocation of the 
prohibition above stated, or the placing all the bel- 
ligerents under the same prohibition. America 
should cease to violate the duties ofa neutral nation. 


With respect, however, to the supposed demand 
that America should force the entry of British 
manufactures into France, it is mos: particularly 
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misconception appears to have taken place ae 
this point. The question of retaliation on the 
French decrees is directly one between England 
sod France. In consequence of the extraordinary 
block: de of Englend, we have in our defence been 
oblived to bleckade France, and prohibit all trade 
in Freneh articles in return for the prohibition by 
France of all trade in English articles. This mea- 
gure of retaliation, it is wished, should operate on 
France alone, but from the trade carried on with 
Frerce by America, it unavoidably operates also on 
her; it is a measure to destroy the V rench trade in 
return for the similar measure of France on which 
it is retaliatory and its acting on neutrals is an 
incidental effect of it, consequent upon the submis- 
sion of neutrals to the original measures of the 
enemy against Great Britam. It 1s, indeed, crvene 
cholv that the unnatural situation of Europe shoul 

produce sucha result, but I cannot see how this 
cun be considered a war upon American commerce, 
when all other American trade but that which ls 
carried on with our enemy’s ports in defiance of a 
blockade authorised by the laws of retaliation, is 
ailected by it. We complain that America does 
not resist the regulations of the Berlin and Milan 
decrees, and object to permitting the French to 
trade with her during their continuance against the 
commerce of England; but this is not exacting, as 
has been represented, that America should force 
British manufactures into France; it is sigs: | 
only a just course of retaliation on our enemy. I 

America wishes to trade with France, 1f French 
commerce is of importance to her—we expect she 
should exact of France to trade with her as she has 
a right to demand in her quality of neutral; but if 
she does not choose to exercise this right, all we 
ask is, that she should abstain from lending her 
assistance to the trade of France, and not allow 
her commerce to be a medium of undermining the 
resources of Great Britain. 

[have thought it necessary thus to endeavor to 
set these two points in their true light; the repeal of 
thelaw was asked, as being an unfriendly measure, 
partial in its operation against Great Britain, and a 
prospect of retaliation was held out on ve cone 
cial opera‘ien; if continued. This ts no demand on 
the United States to admit British manufactures; 
they are at liberty to continue that law, only as it 
is ofan unfriendly nature, some restrictions of a 
similar kind was to be expected from England; and 
with respect to the alleged demand for forcing Bri- 
tish goods, the property of neutrals; into French 
ports, if the United States are willing to acquiesce 
in the regulations of the French decrees unlawfully 
affecting England through them, they cannot surely 
be surprised if we consider ourselves as at boner 
to refiise permission to the French to profit by that 

quiescence. ‘ ; 
ae now, sir take the opportunity of stating 
to you, that I have received from his majesty s 
secretary of state the correspondence of which you 
did methehonor to transmit tome a Copy in your 

etter dated October 17. My government have 
not been ableto see init satisfactory prook of the 
repeal of the French decrees, and doubt whether 
the trade carried on by licences between France and 
America, will not be regared, even here, as proof uf 
the continuation of them im their fullest extent, for 
if cher were to any extent repealed, to that extent 
at lesst no licence should be necessary, a licence 
peirg given t> allow what, but for that licence, 
y cuid be prohibited. 
the continved absence hitherto of any instru- 
‘pient by which the repeal has “been sffected, as. a 


matter also of surprize, for if there were any fair 
dealing in the transaction, no reason can be given 
by France for not producing it; it is very desirable 
that it should be produced, if such an instrument 
bein existence, in order that we may know to what 
extent the decrees have been repealed, if they really 
have been so in any respect. Mr. Russel, however, 
dees not appear to have been in possession of it at 
the date of his letter of last July. It is indeed be- 
come particularly interesting, that we should see 
this instrument since the publication of Mr. Rus- 
sel’s correspondence with his own government, by 
which it appears that really, and in fact, the French 
government did not release any American ship tak. 
en after November 1, until they had become ac- 
quainted with the president’s preclamation, and 
that vessels have been takenso laie as December 21, 
in the direct voyage from this country to London; 
for until a copy of such instrument is produced, it 
is impossible to know whether any other trade is 
allowed bf France than that between her own do- 
minions and the ports of the United States. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest conside- 
ration, sir, your most of¥edient humble servant. 

AUG. J. FOSTER. 
L'o the honorable James Monroe, &c. &$e. 
MR. MONROE TO MR. FOSTER. 
Department of State, January 14, 1812. 

Srr—I have had the honor to receive your letter 
of December 17th, and I embrace the first moment 
that I could command to make the observations 
which it suggests. 

It would have afforded great satisfaction to the 
president, to have found in the communication, 
some proof of a disposition in the British govern- 
ment to put an end to the differences subsisting 
between our countries. Iam sorry to be obliged to 
state, that it presents a new proof only of its deter- 
mination to adhere to the policy to which they are 
imputable. 

You complain that the import of your former 

letters has been misunderstood in two important 
circumstances; that you have been represented to 
have demanded of the United States, a law for the 
introduction of British goods into their ports, and 
that they should also undertake to force France to 
receive British manufactures into her harbors. 
You state that on the first point, it was your 
intention only to remonstrate against the non-im- 
portation act, as partial in its operation, and un- 
friendly to Great Britain; on which account its re- 
peal was claimed, and to intimate that if it was 
persevered in, Great Britain would be compelled 
to retaliate on the commerce of the United  Siates, 
by similar restrictions on her part. And on the 
second point, that vou intended only to urge, that 
in consequence of the extraordinary blockade of 
England, your government had been obliged to 
blockade France, and to prohibit all trade an French 
articiés in return for the prohibition by France of 
alt trade in English articles. 

It is sufficient to remerk on the first point, that 
on whatever ground the repeal of the non importa- 
tion act is required, theUrited States are justified 
in adhering to it, by the refusal of the British g0- 
vernment to repeal its girders in council; and if a 
distinction is thus prodycyd between Great Britain 
and the other belligerent, ic must be referred to the 
difference of the conduct of ihe two parties. 

On the second point, | have to observe, that the 
explanation given cannot be satisfactory, because 





it does not mect ‘the cease now existing. ‘France 
did, it.is true, declare a blockade of England; 
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inst the trade of the United States, and prohibit | restraint. It seems impossible to extract frome it iit 
all trade in Engiish articles on the high seas, but] any respect, that the Berlin and Milaa decvecs we 
this blockade and prohibition no longer exist. It/in’ force so far as they prohibit the trade between 
is true also, that a part of those decrees did prohi-|the United States and England. [ mivht here re- 
bit a trade in British articles within her territorial) peat that the French practice of geantiay licenses 
jurisdiction; but this prohibition violates no nation-| to trade between the United States and Frauce, aay 
al rights, or neutral commerce of the United States.) have been intended in part, at least, as a security 
Still your blockade and prohibition are continued,| against the simulated papers; the forging of wich 
in violation of the national and neutral rights of] was not suppressed in England. It is not to be in- 
the United Siates, on a pretext of retaliation, which ferred from these remarks, that a trade by licenc 


owiivy ® 


if even applicable couid only be applied io the for-/is one with which the United States are satisfied. 
mer; and not to the latter interdicts; and it is re-|They have the strongest objections to it, bui these 


quired that France shall change her internal regu-| are founded on other principles than those sugyest- 
lations against English trade, before England will] ed in your note. 
change her external regulations againsst the trade; Jt is a cause of great surprize to the president, 
of the United States. that your government has not seen in the corres. 
But you still insist that the French decrees are! pondence of Mr. Russell which I liad the honor to 
unrevoked, and urge in proof of it, a fact drawn) communicate to you on the 17th of October last, 
from Mr. Russel’s correspondence, that some Ame-|agd which has been lately transmitted to you by 
rican vessels have been taken since the, first of No-| your government, sufficient proof of the repeal of 
vember in their route to England. It isa satisfuc-'the Berlin and Milan decrees intenendert of the 
tory answer to this remark, that it appears by the | conclusive evidence of the fact which that corres- 
sume correspondence that every American vessel pondence afforded, it was not to be presumed from 
waich had been taken in that trade the seizure ofthe intimation of the marguis of Weilesley, that if 
which rested on the Berlin and Milan decrees only,|it was to be transmitted to you, to be taken into 
were, as soon as that fact was ascertaiicd, deliver-| consideration in the depending discussions, that 
ed up to their owners. Might there not be other it was of a nature to have no weight in these dis- 
ground also, on which scizures might be made?— cussions, 
Great Britain Claims ari zhtto seize tor other causes,!’ The demand which vou now make of a view of 
and all nations admit it in the Cuse of contraband of, the order given by the French governinent to its 
war. If by the law of nations, one belligerent has} eruizers, in consequence of the repeal ofthe Frerch 
a right to seize neutrai property in any case, the | decrees, is anew proof of its indisposition to repeal 
other belligerent has the same right. Norougutl)the orders in council. The declaration of the 
to overlook that the practice of counterfeiting A-) French government’ was, as has been heretofore ob- 
merican p pers in England, which is well Known) served, a solemn and obligatory act, and as such 
to the continent, has, by impairing the faith due to| entitled to the notice and respect of other govern- 
| It was incumbent on Great Britain, thevre- 
essential injury. Against this praccice tae minister! fore, in fulfilment of her engagement, to hive pro- 
of the United States at London, as wii appear by) vided that her orders in council! should not have 
reference to his letter to the Marquis Wellesley of effect, after the time fixed for the cessation of the 
the 3d of May, 1810, madea format representation,| French gecrees. A pretension in Great Britain to 
in pursuance of instructions from his government | keep her orders in force till she received satisfaction 
with an offer of every information possessed by him jof the practical compliance of France is utierly 
Which mi;;:t contribute to de “ect and suppress it.—) incompatible with her pledge. A doubt, founded 
It is painful to add that this communication was gy any single act, however unauthorised, commit. 
entirely disregarded. That Great Britam should) ted bya French privateer, might, on that principle, 
complain of acts in France to which by her n¢-| become a motive for delay and refusal. A suspicion 
glect, she was instrumental, and draw from them) that such acts would be committed, might have the 
proof in support of her orders “in council, ought! same effect; and in like manner lier compliance 
cercainly not to have been expected. imight be withheld as long as the war continued«— 
You remark also, that the practice of the French / put let. me here remark, that if there was room for 
government to grant licenses to certain American’ 4 question whether the French repeal did or did not 
vessels engaged in the trade between the United) take effect, atthe date announced by France, and 
States and France, is an additional proof that the required by the United States; it cannot be alledgat 
French decrees still operate in their fullest extent.!¢hat the decrees have not ceased to operate since the 
On what principle this inference is drawn from that) 94 of February last, as hitherto observed. Andas 
fact, it is impossible for me to conceive. It was not} the actual cessation of the decrees to violate our 
the object cf the Berlin and Milan decrees to prohi+/ neutral rights, was the only essential fact in the case, 
bit the trade between the United States and France. | and has been long known to your governmeat, the 
They were meant to prohibit the trade of the Untt-lorders in council from the date of that knowlelge; 
ed States with Great Britain, which violated our ought to have ceased according to its own princi+ 
neutral rights, and to prohibit the trade of Great ples and pledges. ‘ 
Britain with the continent, with which the United!” put the question whether and when the repeal of 
States have nothing to do. If the object had been!the Kerlin and Milan decrees took effect in rela- 
to prohibit the crate between the United States and! tion to the neutral commerce of the United States, 
France, Great Britain could never have found iD ig superceded by the novel and extraord-nary claim 
them any pretext for complaint. And if the idea) of Great Britain to a trade in British articles, with 
of retaliation, could in any respect have been appli-| the enemy; for supposing the repeal to have taken 
cable it would have been by prohibiting our trade place, in the @allest extent claimed by the United 
with herself. To prohibit it with France, would States, it could according to that claim have no 
hot have been a retaliation, but a co-operation. It) effect ia removing the orders in council. 
licensing by France the trade. in certain instances,} On a full view of the conduct of the Bvitish T0- 
rove any thing, it proves nothing more than that! yernmentin thes ¢ransactions, it is .impossib!eto 
he trade. with France in other instances, is under | see in it any th ng ‘short of a spirit of determine! 
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hostility to the rights and interests of the United spoke for about two’ hours ih support of thé bill 
States. It issued the orders in council, ona prin-|A message having been received fromthe presideit 
ciple of retaliation on France, at a time when it ad-jof the United States and the usual hour of adjourn. 


mitted the French decrees to be ineffectual: it has 
sustained these orders in full force since, notwith- 
standing the pretext for them has been removed, 
and latterly it has added a new condition to their 
repeal to be performed by France, to which the 
United States in their neutral character, have no 
claim, and could not demand, without departing from 
their neutrality, a condition, which in respect to the 
commerce of other nations with Great Britain, is 
repugnant to her own policy, and prohibited by her 
own laws, and which can never be enforced on any 
nation without a subversion of its sovereignty and 
independence. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 
JAMES MONROE. 
Augustus J. Foster, esq. €c. Se. 


On motion of Mr. D. R. Williams, the house re- 


ment bemg arrived, Mr. C. said, if it were agree. 
able to the committee, he would finish his observa- 
tions to-morrow. The committee accordingly rose 
and had leave to sit again. 

The following message from the president of the 
United States, was then read and ordered to be 
printed. 

Lo the senate aud house of representatives of the 

United States. 

I lay before congress a letter from the envoy ex- 
traordinary and minister plenipotentiary of Great 
Britain to the secretary of state, with the answer 
of the latter. : 


: JAMES MADISON. 
Washington, January 17, 1812. 





MR. FOSTER TO MR. MONROE. 





solved itself into a committee of the whole, Mr. 
Lewis in the chair, on the bill from the senate, 
with the amendments recommended by the army 
committee, to whom it had been referred. 

The bill with the proposed amendments being 
gone through, 

Mr. Williams said, he would, in as few words as 
he was able, explain the naiure of the amendments 
which the select committee had recommended— 
This billhe said, was predicated on the destruction 
of the office of purveyor of public supplies, who is 
properly the commissary general of the United 
States, and contemplates the establishment in its 
place not only of a quarter-master general for the 
United States, but a commissary general in the 
same person. In investigating this subject, the 


committee could see no reason for blending these! 


two important offices in one, the duties of both 


Washington, December 28, 1812. 
Srtrn—I have been informed by Mr. Morrier, that 
so long ago as the third of last January; in conse- 
quence of a written communication from sir James 
Craig, his majesty’s governor general and com- 
mander in chief in Canada, dated the 25th of No- 
vember, 1810, acquaintinghim with his suspicions 
of its being the intention of some ef the Indian 
tribes, from the great fermentation among them, to 
make an attack upoa the United States, and au- 
thorising him to impart his suspicions to the Ame- 
rican secretary of state; he had actually done so 
verbally to Mr. Smith, your predecessor in office, 
and on searching among the archives of this mis- 
sion, | have found the letter alluded to of sic Jaines 
Craig, by which he did authorise Mr. Morrier to 
make the communication in question, as. weil asa 
memorandum of i's having been so made, as also an 





which are important, perfectly distinet, and never 
“were blended in any country in the world: and for 
this good reason these officers are a check upon 
each other: one being the purchaser and the other 
the distributer of supplies; whereas, if they were 
united in one person, frauds to any amount migat 
be coinmiited without the possibility ofdetection.— 
Besides, it is necessary the quarter-master general 
should be a military man; indeed his presence is at 
all times required in the field, to distribute the sup- 
plies; while the purveyor, or commissary gencral, 
whose business it is to purchase supplies of every 
kind for the army, ought to be a man well acquaint- 
ed with mercantile concerns. 
_ Afier some objections from Messrs. Alston and 
Rhea, and some remarks in reply from Messrs. 
Talmadge and Findley, thé amendments which 
went to keep up the purveyor’s office, were agreed 
to; and the committee rose and reported the bill-— 
‘Fhe house took it up and concurred with the amend- 
ments, and ordered the bill to a third reading to- 
morrow. Adjourned. 

Friday, January 17—The bill authorising the 
president of the United States to accept and organ- 
ize certain volunteercorps, wasread a third time «nd 
passed, 87 to 23. The yeas and nays werethe same 
as upon the question of ordering the bill to be en- 
grossed; except that some of the members who vo- 

ted on the former question, were absent on this, 

The bill for establishing a guarter master’s de- 
partment, was read the third time, and after sonie 
objections, passed its third reading. 

The house then went into a committee of the MR. MONHLOE TO MR. FOSTER. 
whole, Mr. Nelson in the chair, on the billconcerni-| Sir T have had the honor to receive your lette 
ing the naval establishment; when Mr. Ghevgs'of the 28th ult. disayowing any agency of your @* 


express declaration of sir James Craig, that although 
hedoubted there would not be wanting persons who 
world be ready to attribute the movements of the 
fncians to the influence of the British government, 
yee that his Gepartmeat were actually making every 
exertion in their power to assist in preventing their 
attempis. 

This evidence, sir, of a friendly disposition to 
put the U. States government on their guard against 
the machinations of the savages, and even to aid in 
preventing the calamity which has taken place, 1s s0 
honorable to the governor-general of Canada, and 
so clearly in contradiction to the late unfounded re 
ports which have been spread of a contrary nature, 
that I cannot resist the impulse I have to draw your 
attention towards it, not that I conceive, howevel; 
that it was necessary to produce this proof to the 
United States government of the falsity of such 
reports, which the character of the Rritish natioi, 
and the manifest inutility of urging the Indians to 
their destruction should have rendered improbable, 
but in order that you may be enabled, in case it shall 
seem fitting to you, by giving publicity to this let- 
ter, to correct the mistaken notions on the subject, 
which have unfortunately found their way even 
inong persons of the highest respectability, only; 
as I am convinced, from their having been mist 
‘formed. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
AUG, J. FOSTER. 
The honorable James Monroe, &c. &e. 
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yernment in the hostile measures of the Indian tribes 
towards the United States. If the Indians desired 
any encouragement from any persons in those mea- 
sures of hosti ity, it is veryisatisfactory to the pre- 
sident toreceive from you an assurance that no au- 
thority or countenance was given to them by the 
British government. 

¥ nave the honor to be, &c. 

JAS. MONROE. 

His Excellency Augustus J. Foster, &e. 

Friday, January 17.—Yhe house was occupied 
this day on the bill for establishing a guarter master’s 
depariment.——The chief question discussed was, 
wirether, if this department were established, the 
office of purveyor of supplies should be abolished? 
It was contended by several of the members who had 
been inthearmy, that the duties of these two officers 
were, and of right ought to be, seperate and distinct 
from each other—that one should bea soldier and 
the other a merchant; the first to distribute the sup- 
plies obtained by the second. The bill, founded on 
this principle, finally passed its third reading by a 
large majority. 

Sdturday, January 18.—After some minor busi- 
ness, thé most interesting part of which was the 
presentation of a petition of the officers and soldiers 
engaged in the expedition on the Wabash, praying 
for compensation, the house resolved itself into a 
éommittee of the whole, Mr. Nelson in the chair on 
the navy bill—when Mr. Cheves spoke at length in 
fovor of the bill, and Messrs. Seybert and M‘Kee, in 
opposition to it. 

Monday, January 20—A few private petitions be- 
ing disposed of— 

Mr. Bacon observed, that the committee of ways 
and means had received a letter from the secretary 
of the treasury, in answer to an enquiry addressed 
io him by the committee, which they deemed of 
public importance; and, therefore, contrary to their 
usual practice, the committee had directed him to 
communicate it to the house, in order that it might 
be printed for the use of the members, as it might 
be some time before the committee would be able to 
make their report, and by having the letter of the 
secretary of the treasury before them, and their at- 
tention drawn to the subject, the house will be bet- 
ter able to meet the consideration of it,when it shall 
be brought before them by the committee. Mx. B. 
then laid the letter of the chairman of the committee 
to the secretary of the treasury, with his answer, 
(containing his budget of the proposed taxes for 
meeting the expenses of war) before the house; 
which were read, and are as follows: 





CommittzE Room, December 9th, 1811, 
Sin—In your annual report, prepared in obedi- 
ence to the act, supplementary to the act, entitled 
“fan act to establish the treasury department,” and 
transmitted to the house of representatives on tiie 
22d ultimo, it is stated, Ist. That to place the finan- 
cial system of the U. States on a solid foundation, it 
equines the aid of a revenue, sufficient, at least, to 
defray the ordinary expences of government nd to} 
pay the interest on the public debt, including that 
on new loans which may be authorised: 
That the expences of the year, 1812, 
calculated on the existing state of 
affairs, and including the interest 
on the public debt, will amount to 
Fhat the whole amount of actual re. 
ceipts inte the treasury during the 
year 1812; may be estimated at 8;200,000 


$9,400,000 


Leaving a deficiency [which it 18 pro~ 
posed to supply by authorising 4 
loan] of | ia 

And that an authority to borrow a 
sum equal to that which will be te- 
imbursed of the principal of thé 
eri: debt, during that year, ie 

e necessary, and amounting to not 
less than ~— 6 2,135,318 41 

Making the whole sum, which it is | 
proposed should be provided for by 
the loan, for that year, 


1,200,000" 


3,335,318 41 





Under this view ofthe subject, the committee of 
ways and means have instructed me to enquire of 
you, whether, according to the principle, first above 
stated, it does not become necessary to provide “‘s 
fixed revenue,” to be received during the yeai 1812, 
equalas wellto the estimated cxpences of that year 
and amounting as above stated to 9,400,000 doliars, 
as also to the interest which will arise on the pro- 
posed loan of 1,200,000; or otherwise, whether it 
is proposed to provide for the payment of such 
interest, out of the money in the treasury, at the 
commencement of that year, or from any other 
source? 


2d. It is stated in your report “that a fixed reve- 
nue of about nine millions of dollars is necéssary up- 
der the existing circumstances of the U. States; and 
that the same amount would be necessary, and with 
the aid of loans, will, in your opinion, be sufficient 
in case of war.’ 

In reference to this state of things, the commi:tce 
Wish you to state, whether, as in the eventof war, 
increased loans will undoubtedly be required, it wiil 
not be necessary to providean additional and gradu- 
ally increasing revenue, to pay the interest of suea 
loans? 

3d. It is stated in your report “that the perma- 
nent revenue, or annual receipt, after the year 
1812 (calculated on the existing state of affairs) to- 
gether with an addition of 50 percenttim on the pre- 
sent amount of duties, may be estimated at nine mil- 
lions of dollars; and that should any defictency 
arise in the event of war, it may be supplied without 
difficulty by a further increase of duties, by a resto~ 
ration of that on salt, and by a proper selection of 
moderate internal taxes.” 

The committee request that you would favor them 
with the best opinion which you are able to form 
(calculated on the event of war) of the probable 
amount of thereceipts from duties: a specification 
of the increase of duties, which you would think 
practicable and advisable: an estimate of theamount 
of that on salt, and such a selection of moderate in- 
ternal taxes as you would recommend, with the pro- 
bable expence of collection; and the amount of nett 
revenue estimated to arise therefrom. 

4th. The committee requests that you would fur- 
nish them, in connexion with your repheés, to the 
precedimg inquiriés, with an estimate of ways and 
means (calculated on the event ef a war which will 
provide a revenue sufficient to meet the ordinary 
expences of government, and provide for the legal 
reimbursement and interest ef the public debt, in- 
cluding the interest on new. loans to the amount 
at least of ten millions of dollars pér annum; ac- 


i éoiipanied with such a scheme. for the reimburse- 


ment of the prineipal of the new loans as youshotld 
teem expedient, together with such opinions as you 
inay liave formed respécting the terms on which 
such loans may probably be obtained; alse such 
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hostility to the rights and interests of the United 
States. It issued the orders in council,ona prin- 
ciple of retaliation on France, at a time when it ad- 
mitted the French decrees to be ineffectual: it has 
sustained these orders in full force since, notwith- 
standing the pretext for them has been removed, 
and i:tterly it has added a new condition to their 
repeal to be performed by France, to which the 
United States in their neutral character, have no 
claim, and could not demand, without departing from 
their neutrality, a condition, which in respect to the 
commerce of other nations with Great Britain, 1s 
repugnant to her own policy, and prohibited by her 
own laws, and which can never be enforced on any 
nation without a subversion of its sovereignty and 
independence. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 


JAMES MONROE. 
Augustus J. Foster, es7. Sc. Ge. 


spoke for about two hours ih support of the bill 


|A message having been received fromthe president 


of the United States and the usual hour of adjourn- 
ment bemg arrived, Mr. C. said, if it were agree. 
able to the committee, he would finish his observa- 
uuons to-morrow. The committee accordingly rose 
and had leave to sit again. 
The following message from the president of the 
United States, was then read and ordered to be 
printed. 
Lo the senate aud house of representatives of the 
United States. 
I lay before congress a letter from the envoy ex- 
traordinary and minister plenipotentiary of Great 
Britain to the secretary of state, with the answer 
of the latter. 


JAMES MADISON. 
Washington, January 17, 1812. 








On motion of Mr. D. R. Williams, the house re- 
solved itself into a committee of the whole, Mr. 
Lewis in the chair, on the bill from the senate, 
with the amendments recommended by the army 
committee, to whom it had been referred. 

The bill with the proposed amendments being 

ne through, 

Mr. Williams said, he would, in as few words as 
he was able, explain the naiure of the amendments 
which the select committee had recommended— 
This billhe said, was predicated on the destruction 
of the office of purveyor of public supplies, who is 
properly the commissary general of the United 
States, and contemplates the establishment in its 
place not only of a quarter-master general for the 
United States, but a commissary general in the 
same person. In investigating this subject, the 
committee could see no reason for blending these 
{wo important offices in one, the duties of both 
which are important, perfectly distinct, and never 


MR. FOSTER TO MR. MONROE. 


Washington, December 28, 1812. 
Smm—I have been informed by Mr. Morrier, that 
so long ago as the third of last January; in conse- 
quence of a written communication from sir James 
Craig, his majesty’s governor general and com- 
mander in chief in Canada, dated the 25th of No- 
vember, 1810, acquainting him with his suspicions 
of its being the intention of some ef the Indian 
tribes, from the great fermentation among them, to 
make an attack upoa the United States, and au- 
thorising him to impart his suspicions to the Ame- 
rican secretary of state; he had actually done-so 
verbally to Mr. Smith, your predecessor in office, 
and on searching among the archives of this mis- 
sion, | have found the letter alluded to of sic Jaines 
Craig, by which he did authorise Mr. Morrier to 
make the communication. in question, as. well asa 
memorandum of its having been so made, as also an 
express declaration of sir James Craig, that although 





as « th Tm & 


“were blended in any country in the world: and for hedoubted there would not be wanting persons whe 
this good reason these officers are a check upon wold be ready to attribute the movements of the 
each other: one being the purchaser and the otncr|!ndians to the influence of the British government, 

the distributer of supplies; whereas, if they were|)¢* that his Gepartmeat were actually making every 

united in one person, frauds ‘to any amount migat }¢*°rton in their power to assist in preventing their 
be coinmitted without the possibility ofdetection.—|@tempis. | aoe 

Besides, it is necessary the quarter-master general] “This evidence, sir, of a friendly disposition to 
should be a military man; indeed his presence is at|PUt the U. States government on their guard against 
all times required in the field, to distribute the sup-|{h¢ machinations of the savages, and even to aid 
plies; while the purveyor, or commissary gencral, | Preventing the calamity which has taken place, is 2 
whose business it is to purchase supplies of every honorable to the governor-general of Canada, an 
kind for the army, ought to be a man well acquaini-|S© clearly in contradiction to the late unfounded re 
ed with mercantile concerns. ports which have been spread of a contrary nature, 

Afier some objections from Messrs. Alston and| tat f cannot resist the impulse I have to draw re 

Rhea, and some remarks in reply from Messrs,|@ttention towards it, not that conceive, howevel; 
Talmadge and Findley, the amendments which|that it was necessary to produce this proof to an 
went to keep up the purveyor’s ofiice, were agreed| United States government of the falsity of suc 
fo; and the committee rose and reported the bill.—|teports, which the character of the Rritish nation, 
"Fhe house took it up and concurred with the amend-|anc the manifest inutility of urging the Indians fe 
ments, and ordered the bill to a third reading to-} them destruction should have rendered improbab i 
morrow. Adjourned. but in order that you may be enabled, in case it — 

Friday, January 17—Thé bill authorising the|seem fitting to you, by giving publicity to this let- 





president of the United States to accept and organ- 
ize certain volunteer corps, wasread a third time and 
passed, 87 to 23. The yeas and nays were the same 
as upon the question of ordering the bill to be en- 
grossed; except that some of the members who vo- 
ted on the former question, were absent on this, 
The bill for establishing a quarter master’s de- 
partment, was read the third time, and after some 
objections, passed its third reading. 
The house then went mto a committee of the 
whole, Mr. Nelson in the chair, on the bill concern- 
ing the naval establishment; when Mr. Gheves 


ter, to correct the mistaken notions on the subject, 
which have unfortunately found their way even + 
inong persons of the highest respectability, only, 


‘tormed. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 


AUG, J. FOSTER. 
The honorable James Monroe, Sc. &e. 





MR. MONROE TO MR. FOSTER. 


Sin T have had tie honor to receive your letter 
of the 28th ult. disayowing any agency of your §* 





as IT am convinced, from their having been mist | 
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yernment in the hostile measures of the Indian tribes Leaving a deficiency [which it is pro~ 


towards the United States. If the Indians desired 
any encouragement from any persons in those mea- 


posed to supply by authorising 4 


loan] of 1,200,000 


sures of hosti ity, itis very satisfactory to the pre-| And that an authority to borrow a 


sident to receive from you an assurance that no au- 
thority or countenance was given to them by the 
British government. 

E nave the honor to be, &c. 


sum equal to that which will be te- 
imbursed of the principal of tlié 
public debt, during that year, will | 
be necessary, and amounting to not 


JAS. MONROE. less than 2,135,318 41 

His Excellency Augustus J. Foster, &c. Making the whole sum, which it is , 
— was roposed should b ided for b: ) : 

Friday, January 17.—The house was occupied the hneé for that a" " 3,335,318 41 


this day on ihe bill for establishing a guarter master’s 
depariment.——The chief question discussed was, 
wirether, if this department were established, the 
office of purveyor of supplies should be abolished? 








Under this view ofthe subject, the committee of 


ways and means have instructed me to enquire of 


It was contended by several of the members who had | you, whether, according to the principle, first above 
been in thearmy, that the duties of these two officers] stated, it does not become necessary to provide “‘4 
were, and of right ought to be, seperate and distinct | fixed revenue,” to be received during the year 1812, 


from each other—that one should bea soldier and 


equal as wellto the estimated expences of that year 


the other a merchan:; the first to distribute the sup-| and amounting as above stated to 9,400,000 dollars, 
plies obtained by the second. The bill, founded on} as also to the interest which will arise ort the pro- 
this principle, fmally passed its third reading by a] posed loan of 1,200,000; or otherwise, whether it 


large majority. 


Sdturday, January 18.—After some minor busi- 
ness, the most interesting part of which was the 
presentation of a petition of the officers and soldiers 
engaged in the expedition on the Wabash, praying 


is proposed to provide for the payment of such 
interest, out of the money in the treasury, at the 
commencement of that year, or from any other 
source? 


2d. It is stated in your report “that a fixed reve. 


for compensation, the house reselved itself into a|nue of about nine millions of dollars is necessary un- 
committee of the whole, Mr. Nelson inthe chair on| der the existing circumstances of the U. States; and 
the navy bil-—when Mr. Cheves spoke at length in| that the same amount would be necessary, and with 
favor of the bill, and Messrs. Seydert and M*‘Kee, in! the aid of loans, will, in your opinion, be sufficient 
opposition to it. in case of war.’ 


Monday, January 20—A few private petitions be- 
ing disposed ot— 


In reference to this state of things, the committee 


wish you to state, whether, as in the eventof war, 


Mr. Bacon observed, that the committee of ways | increased loans will undoubtedly be required, it wiil 


and meuns had received a letter from the secretary 


not be necessary to providean additional and gradu- 


of the treasury, in answer to an enquiry addressed |ally increasing revenue, to pay the interest of sueh 
to him by the committee, which they deemed of loans? 


public importance; and, therefore, contrary to their 


3d. It is stated in your report “that the perma- 


usual practice, the eommittee had directed him to|nent revenue, or annual receipt, after the year 
communicate it to the house, in order that it might | 1812 (calculated on the existing state of affzirs) to- 
be printed for the use of the members, as it might| gether with an addition of 50 percentim on the pre- 
be some time before the committee would be able to] sent amount of duties, may be estimated at nine mil- 
make their report, and by having the letter of the|lions of dollars; and that should any defictency 
secretary of the treasury before them, and their at-| arise inthe event of war, it may be supplied without 
tention drawn to the subject, the house will be bet- difficulty by a further increase of duties, by a resio- 
ter able to meet the consideration of it,when it shall] ration of that on salt, and by a proper sélection of 
be brought before them by the committee. Mr. B.| moderate internal taxes.” 


then laid the letter of the chairman of the committee 


The committee request that you would favor them 


to the secretary of the treasury, with his answer,| with the best opinion which you are able to form 
(containing his budget of the proposed taxes for| (calculated on the event of war) of the probable 
meeting the expenses of war) before the house;|amount of thereceipts from duties: a specification 
which were read, and are as follows : of the increase of duties, which you would think 


practicable and advisable: an estimate of the amount 


Committre Room, December 9th, 1811. | of that on salt, and such a selection of moderate in- 

a your annual report, prepared in obedi-| ternal taxes as you would recommend, with the pro- 

por. to the act, supplementary to the act, entitled|phable expence of collection; and the amount of nett 
an act to establish the treasury department,” and| revenue estimated to arise therefrom. 


transmitted to the house of representatives on tiie 


4th. The committee requests that you would fur- 


9 _ @ . ‘ 
22d ultime, it is stated, Ist. That to place the finan-| nish them, in connexion with your rephiés, to the 


cial system of the U. States on a solid foundation, it 
sequires the aid of a revenue, sufficient, at least, to 
defray the ordinary expences of government and to} 
pay the interest on the public debt, including that 
on new loans which may be authorised: 
That the expences of the year, 1819, 
calculated on the existing state of 
pve ne including the interest 
on the public debt, will amount t 
Fhat the whole amount of actual sey 5 9;400,009 
ceipts into the treasury during the 
year 1812; may be estimated at 8,200,000 


—— — a 





precedimg inquiriés, with an estimate of ways and 
means (calculated on the event ef a war which will 
provide a revenue sufficient to meet the ordinary 
éxpences of government, and provide for the legal 
reimbursement and interest of the public debt, in- 
cluding the interest on new loans to the amount 
at least often millions of dollars pér annum; ac- 
éormpanied with such a scheme. for the reimburse- 
ment of the prineipal of the new loans as youshotld 
deem expedient, together with such opinions as you 
may liave formed respecting the terms on which 
such loans may probably be obtained; alse such 
further views or information’ connteted With, or 
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touching the foregoing objects of enquiry, as you 


may deefn necessary and expedient. 
With great respect, I lave the honor to be your 
obedient servant. : E> BACON. 
Hon. Albert Gallatin, secretary of the treasury. 





TREASUBY DEPARTMENT, Jan. 10, 1812. 


SIR—In answer to the first enquiry of the com- 
miiteeof ways and means, relative to the, interesi 
arising onthe proposed loaia of 1,200,000 doilars, 
necessary to supply the deficiency in the receipis of 
the year 1812, I beg leave to observe thai ti:at ivem 
Was not included amongsi the expenses of tha. year 
because the estimaie being iwiade With reicrence to 
the expenses alone which liad previously been autho- 
rised by law, and a considerable proportion of those 
en account of the public debt, falling on the fivst day 
ofthe vear, it would not bave been necessary ia that 
view of the subject, to borrow chat sum previous to 
thai day, and the in-ercsi would not therctore have 
become a civarge till the yexr 1813. 

With respect to the second enquiry of the com- 
mittee, it was cert: inly coniemplated, in conformity 
with che recommenda'ion of wie presidcat, whose 
expressions were adup'ed in the repori, to false x 
revenue “sufficient at least to defray tue ordinary 
expences of governmen:, and te pay the ycerest Oil 
the public debt, including that ongnew loans which 
may be authorised.” ‘ne sum of about nine mil- 
lions of dollars, was assumed as &uswering that de- 
scription for the present, and the expression or 
“tixed revenue,” which had been used in reference 
to existing circumstances, wns inadvertently &pplied 
to thé caseofwar. It will undotibiedly be proper, 
as remarked by the commi:tee, to provide &ynually 
22 additional and gradually increasing revenue, suf- 
ficient to pay the interest on loans required in the 
eventof war. If, thereiore, the loan for the present 
year will, accerding to the sugges: ion of the com- 
mittee, amount to ten millions of dollars, the re- 
ceipts into the treasury to be proviced tor tie year 
1813, should, on those data, amount to ono 
9,600,000 dollars. 

The committee ask, in the next place, the best 
opinion which I am able co form of ‘he probubie 
zmount of receipts from duties on tonnage aad mer- 
chandize in the event of war. 

As thst amount will depend on the extent of the 
commerce between ‘he Uni edSiaies and nations at 
peace with them, and on the number of the captures 
respectively made by our privatecrs, and by the ene- 
my, it is a matter of conjec ture, and nota subject 
of calculation; for which reason i: Was stated in 
the report, that the amount could not at present be 
determined. Considering the rigorous restrictions 
Jaid byFrance on-the commerce of the United States, 
with her owndominions, and other counties under 
her influence, the dangers to which our commerce 
with the Baltic and with China will be exposed; 
the relations of England with Portugal and with 
Spain; and also that no inconsiderable part of the 
captures made by our privatecrs, will be sent into 
foreign ports, a great defalcation in the receipts 
cn duties on imported merchandize, must be ex- 
pected. The amount, under existing laws and 
circumstances, has, from correct data, been stated 
in the annual report, at six millions of dollars. 
It would, in my opinion, be unsafe, in an estimate 
of ways and means intended to be relied on with 
certainty, to caleulate in the event of a war, on 
more than 2,500,000 dollars at the present rate of 
CUTIES. 

To the next enquiry of the committee, respecting 





jis wanted for ihe service oi 1813 


ticable and advisable,it is answered, without hesita- 
iion, that the rate of'duties may, in the event of war, 
be doubled without danger or inconvenience. ‘There 
will, in such an event, be less danger of smuggling 
at that rate, than there is now with the existing du- 
tics. With that increase, the duties will still be 
much less on an average, than those paid on impor- 
tations in England, France and most oiher countries. 
And they will be collected with more ease to. go 
vernment and less inconvenience to the people, than 
could be‘devised to the same amount in any other 
alanner, 

A duty on imported salt might now be calculated 
onat least 3,500,000 busheis; butin the time ofwar, 
cannot be cstimated at more than two millions of 
bushels, producing atthe rate of twenty cents per 
bushel, $400,000. 

The duties on tonnage and imported merchi. 
dize, including »the former duty on salt, and doub- 
ling the rate of all others, would according to thet 








estimate amount te $5,400,000 
‘Vo which adding the proageds of the 
sales of public lands estimated, as by 

annual report, at 600,000 

Makes an aggregate of 6,000,000 

And leaves a deticieacy of 3,600,000 

in order to complete the net revenue of 9,600,000 








On the basis of annual loans of 10,000,009 of dol- 
lars during the continuance of the war (witich is the 
sum assume iby the conimittee, and .which, consi- 
dering the expenses already voced by congress, is 
not more that will be wanted) and es.imating, at. 


‘the lowest rate, tlic interest on the loan of 1813, the 


deficiency for 1814, 10 be provided fur by other re- 
sources, will amount to 4,2U00,U00 doilars. - Tue ex- 
penses of assessmen: and collection, and incidental 
losses on the internal taxes, irom the proccecs of 
which this deficiency must be supplied, may be es- 
timated ai 15 per cent. In order to produce «a net 
revenue of $4,200,000, the gross’ amount of taxes 
must therefore be near five millions of dollars. As 
the taxes which may be organized during the pre- 
sent session of congress, will not become due tiil 
the ensuing year, and as it is sufficiently ascertain- 





ed from universal experience, that taxes will not 
produce their full nominal amount in the first year 
they are in operation,it may be relied on that a gross 
amount of five millions, intended to produce a net 
revenue of 4;200,000 dollars will not yield that sum 
until the year 1814, ner produce in 1813, more than 
3,600,000 dollars. Five millions of dollars will 
therefore be assumed as the gross amount of taxes 
including the expences of assessment and collec- 
tion and the incidental losses necessary to be raised 
at thistime. That sum is calculaied to cover the 
interest on the loans of ten millions a year, wanted 
for the service of the years 1812 and 1813; leaving 
the selection of the additional taxes, which may 
hereafter be necessary to provide for the interest 
of subsequent loans, to be made according to the 
experience which will be afforded by those twe 
years. j 


Before I proceed to answer the enquiry of the 
committee respecting a selection of the internal 
taxes, noW necessary, permit meto observe, that it 
was stated in the annual report of Dec. 10, 1808,that. 
“no internal taxes, either direct or indirect, were 
contemplated, even in the: casesof hostilities carried 





against the two great belligerent powers.” An as- 


the increase of those duties which is thought prac. - 
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sertion Which renders it necessary to shew that the 
yrospect then held out was not deceptive,and why 
it has not been realized. : 

The balance in the treasury amounted at that time 
to near fourteen millions of dollars. But aware that 
that surplus would ina short time be expended, and 
having stated that the revenue was daily decreasing, 
it was in the same report proposed “that all the ex- 
isting duties should be doubled on importations sub- 
sequent to the first day of January, 1809.” As the 
net revenue accrued from customs during the three 
years, 1809, 1610 and i811, has without any increase 
of duties exceeded $26,000,900, it follows that ifthe 
measure then subinitted had been adopted, weshould 
after making a large deduction for any supposed di- 
minution of consumption arising irom the proposed 
increase, have at this iime aboui- twenty millionsof 
doilars on hand; a sum greater than the net amount 
of the proposed internal taxes for four years. 

In proportion as the ability to borrow is diminish- 
ed, the necessity of resorting to taxation is increas- 
ed. Ti is therefore also proper'to observe that at 
that time, the subject of the renewal of the charter 
of the bank of the United States had been referred 
by the senate to the secretary of thé treasury, nor 
had any symptom appeared from which its absolute 
dissolution without any substitute couid have been 
anticipated. The renewal in some shape, and on a 
more extensive scale was confidently relied on: and 
accordingly, in the report made during the same 
session to the senate, the propriety of increasing the 
capital of the bank to $30,000,009 was submitted 


with the condition that that institution should, if 


uired, be obliged to lend one hulf of its capital to 
the United States. ‘he amount thus loaned might, 
without any inconvenience, have been increased to 
twenty millions. And with $2,000,000 in hand, 
and loans being secured for 2,000,000 more, with- 
eut any increase of the stock of the public debt at 
market, internal taxation would have been unne- 
cessary for at least tour years of war, nor any other 
recource been warted than an addiuogal annual loan 
of five millions; a sum sufficiently moderate to 
be obtained from individuals, and on favorable terms. 
These observations are made only in reference to 
the finances and resources ot the general govern. 
ment. Considerations of a diifcrent nature have on 
both these subjects produced a different result, 
which makes a resort to internal taxes now neces- 
sary, and will render loans more dithcult to obtain, 
and their terms less favorable. But the resources 
of the country remain the same; and if promptly 
and earnestly brought into action, will be found 
amply-sufficient to meet the present emergency.— 
With respect to internal taxes, the whole amount to 
be raised is so modcrate, when compared either 
with the population and wealhh of the United 
States; or with the burthens laid on European 
nations by their governments, that no doubt exists 
of the apility or will of the people to pay witiiout 
any real inconvenience, and with checrtulness, the 
proposal wan Taxrs, For it is stil hoped, that 
the ordinary peace revenue ef the United States will 
be suificient to reimburse, witfin a reasonable 
period, the louns obtained during the war, and that 
neither a perpetual and increasing public debt, nor 
-a permanent system of ever progressing taxation, 
Shall be entailed ca the nation. These evils 
eunnot, however, be otherwise avoided than by the 
specdy organization of acertain revenue’ Delays 
in iat respect, and a reliance on indefinite loans to 
deiray the war expenditure, the ordinary expenses 
of government, and the interest on the loans them- 
Belycs, would be equally unsafe and ruinous; wouid 





ina short time injure public credit, impair the naz 
tional resources, and ultimately render much hea 
vier and perpetual taxes absolutely necessary. 

Of the gross amount of ¥) 5,000,090, to be now 

rovided according to the preceding estimates, hy 
internal taxation, it is respectfully proposed, that 
3,000,000 should: be raised by. a direct tax, and 
2,000,000 by indirect taxes. . 

The sum of 3;990,000 will, not, considering the 
increase of population, be a much greater direct 
tax, than that of 2,000,000 votel in the year 1792. 
To this jpcrmit me to add another view of the suk- 
ject: 

The direct taxes laid by the several states, during 
the last years of the revolutionary war, were réne- 
rally more beavy than could be paid with coavenience. 
But during the years 1785 to 1789 an annual direct 
iax ot more thaw $200,990 [205,189] was raised in 
Pennsyivanta, which was not oppressive, and was 
paid with great punctuality; The increase of popr. 
jiution of that state, between the years 1787 1812, 








is in the ratio of about 4109. A tax of $459,000 
payable in the year 1813 is not higher in proportion 
to population alone, and without regard even to the 
stili greater increase of wealth and of circulating 
medium, than a tax of $200,000 was in the vear 
\1787. But the quota of Pennsylvania, ona tax of 
| $3,000,909, will (counting Orleans as a state) hardly 
exceed $365,000. The proposed tax will therefore 
‘so fur as relates to Pennsylvania,be near 29 per cent. 
lighter, in proportion to the respective p.cpulation 
than that paid during the years 1785 to 1789. ( 
The rule of apportionment,prescribed by the con- 
stitution, operates with perhaps as much equalit 
\as is practicable, in relation to states not material- 
ly differing in wealth and situation. It may. there- 
tore, be inferred, that a direct tax which is not great. 
er than Pennsylvania can pay with facility, will not 
| press heavily upon any of the other Atlantic statec 
it is only in reference to the western statés that 
the constitutional rule of apportionment, accord. 
ing to the respective number of inhabitants in each 
state, may be supposed to be unequal. Being ata 
greater distance froma market, and having, on ac- 
count of the recent date of their settlements. less 
accumulated capital, it is certainly true, that they 
cannot, in proportion to their population, pay as 
much, or with the same facility, as the Atlantie 
states. Two considerations will, however, much 
diminish the weight, if they do not altogether oby} 
ate that objection: : 








1. Of the articles actually consumed in the wea. 
tern states, there are two ef general consumption 
on which duties are laid, or proposed to be Inid, and 
on which, being articles produced in those states 
‘acy willpay nothiug,or less than the Atlantic stutes. 
Ja salt, they will pa, nothing, as the whole quan- 
ity consumed there is of domestic origin; and 
this observation affords aa argument in favor of the 
restoration of the duty on that article, since it will 
tend to equalize the operation of the direct tax. A 
considerable part of the sugar those states consume 
nearly 7,000,000 of pounds, is also the produce of 
the maple, and pays noduty. And in time of war, 
it is probable, that the residue of their consumption 
will, in a great degree, consist of New-Orleans su- 
gar, also duty free. 

2. A consideraoie portion of the direct taxes ig 
those states, is laid on lands-owned by persons re- 
siding in other states, and will not fall on the inne 
bitants. It appears by a late official statement, thaf 
more than two thirds ofthe land tax ef the state of 
Qiiio, are raised on lands owned by wow REstpEnTs. 


The poryen of the quota of that state, on the United 
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States’ direct tax, which will be payable by its in- 
habitants, wiil, for that reason alone be reduced to! 
one third part of the nominal amount of such quo-; 
ta. And «although the proportion may not ‘be the: 
same in the vier western states, it is well known, 
tbat asimilar result, though net perhaps to the 
same extent, willtake place in all. 

From every view which has been taken of the 
subject, it satisfactorily appears, that the proposed 
amount ef 3,000,0U0 is moderate, and cannot be 
productive of any real inconvenience, provided that 
the objects onwhich the tax shall be assessed be pro- 

erly selected. 

A direct tax may.be assessed either on the whole 
amount of the property or income of the people, or 
on certain specific objects selected ior that purpose. 
The first mode may on abstract principles, be con- 
sidered as most correct; aud a tax laid, in case of 
selection en the same articles im all the states, as 
was done in the direct tax gi 1793, is recommended 
bv its uniformity, and supported by respectable au- 
thority. It is nevertheless believcd,that the sysiems 
of taxation respectively adopted by the several states 
matured, modified and improved, as they haye been 
by long experience, will geaerally be found to be 
best adap:ed to the local situation and circumstan- 
ces of exch state; and they are certainly most conge- 
nial with the feelings and habits of the people. Ii is 
therefore, proposed, that the direct tax should be 
l:id and assessed in each staie, upon the same ob- 
jects of taxation on which the direct taxes levied 
under the authority ofthestate are laid and assessed. 

The attempt made under tlic former direct tax 01 
theUniiedStates to equalize the tax, by authorising 
a board of commissioners, in each state, to correci 
the valuations made by the local assessors, was at- 
tended with considerable expense, and productive 
of great delay. Inorder to obviate this inconveni- 
ence, it is proposed, that the quota assigned to each 
state, according totherule prescribed by the con- 
siitution, sould be apportioned by law amongsi the 
several counties, towns or other subdivisions of 
each state, adopting in each state, where a state 
tax is now levied the apportionment of the state tax, 
whether that be an absolute quota fixed by a pre- 
vious state law on the county or town, or wheiher 
it be only the amount which shall appear to have 
been last laid on such county by the operation of 
the gcneral state laws imposing a directiax, making 
the upportionment im the states where no state tax is 

“now levied, according to tlie best imformation and 
muterials which can be obtained; and authorising 
the states respectively to alter the apportionment 
thus made by law, at any time previous to the day 
fixed by Jaw for assessing the United States’ tax on 
individuals. ‘lhe whole process of assessment will 
thereby be reduced to that ofassessing the quota of 
each county, town, or other subdivision, on the 
lands and inhabitants of such subdivision. It will 
be as simple, and may be effected as promptly, and 
with as little expence, as theassessment of a county 
tax: und, the objects of taxation being the same, it 
may be s:ill more facilitaied by authorising an adop- 
tion of the staie assessment on individuals, whene- 
ver 1‘ can be obtained from the proper authority. 

With respect to indirect taxes, it does not appear 
necessary to resort to any other than those which 
bad been formezvly levied by the United States. As 
they were inoperation during several years, their 
defects, and i.e modifications and improvements 
of winch they are susceptible, are better under- 
stood, ihun new taxes could be. With some altera- 
tions, they may produce the amount now wanted; 


ductive could be substituted with any veal advan, 
tsge. Thegross amount of those taxes 10 tie y Car 
1801, was near one million of dollars. They Would 
according to the incresse of population, and With~ 
out any augmentation in theu rate, yield now Near 
1,400,000 dollars. An averzge increase of about 
50 per cent.in the rate, would produce the intended 
gross amount of two millions. But it is believed, 
that that increase ought not to be the same in all 
those taxes, and that some are susceptible of great. 
er augmentation or extension than others. 

1. Duties on domesiic spirits distited—There jis 
not any more eligible object of taxation than ardent 
spirits: but tue mode of taxation is liable to strong 
objections, particularly wath respect to persons who 
are not professivial manufacturers, and who only 
occasionally disiil the prodiice of their farms. It 
is therefore proposed, that the duties on the quanti- 
ty of spivits distilled, should be levied only on spi- 
rits distilled from toreign materials, at the rate of 
ten cents per gullon distilled; andon other distille. 
ries employ iig sills, the uggregate of which shall 
contain more then four huadied galions, at the rate 
of three cents per gallun-disilled; and that instead 
ofa duty on the sptlis, or of licences in proportion 
to the time emploved, ail other distillers should only 
pay an anuual tax oF five dollars, for each still 
solely employed in the distillation of fruit, and of 
fifieen dollars for each still otherwise employed. 
This tax may also, stiil, without reference to time, 
be made to vary according io the size of the stills 
At those rates, this class of duties 1s estimated am 
produce ai most 400,000 dollars; and it is intended 
in that case that another duty should be levied on 
the same article, in the shape of licences to retail- 
ers. By the adoption of that mode, the ¢Xpenses 
of collection will be considerably diminished, pen. 
aliies for not entering stills will be unnecessary, and 
they willbe confined with respect to country stills 
to the Case of clandestine distilling without paying 
the tax. 

2. Duties on refined sugar—A duty of double 
that heretoiore laid, viz. at the rate of four cents 
per pound, is estimated to produce 200,000 dollars. 
The drawback both of that duty, and of that on 
the importation of the raw material, to be allowed. 

3. Licences to retajlers—These are believed to 
besusceplible ot considerable and very proper aug- 
mentation and extension. The following rates are 
estimated to produce 700,000 dollars: 


For a licence to retail wines, $ 20 
do do. spirits generally, 20 
do do. domestic spirits only, 15 
do do. any other species of fo- 
reign merchandize, 10 


Tavern keepers licenced under the authority of 
any state, and not living in any city, town, village 
or within five miles thereof, to be excepted. Every 
other person who sells wines, joreign spirits or-fo- 
reign merchandize, otherwise than in the vessel or 
package of importation, or in the case of dry 
goods; otherwise than by the piece, and every per- 
son who selis domestic spirits in less quantity than 
thirty gallons, to be considered as a retailer. 

4. Duties on sules at auction —These confined to 
the sales of articles of foreign produce or manufac- 
ture, and at the same rate as heretofore, may pro- 
duce about 50,000 dollars. 

9. Duties upon carriages for the conveyance of per- 
sons.—TVhose duues, adding at the rate of fitty 
per cent. on the duties turmeily raised, are estimat- 
ed to produce 150,000 dollui s. 

6. Stamp duties—An association of ideas whick 





‘ag it does aot appeur, that any other egually pro- 
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Britain to tax America, and which might with 
equal propriety attach odium to the duty on the 
smportation of tea, has rendered their name in some 


‘ 


degree unpopular. The great ext ension of post 
roads and the facility of distribution, wave how- 
ever, removed the most si:bstantial objection to 
which they were liable. They do not appear to be 
more inconvenient than any othér internal tax, and 
the expences of colieciion are less than on any 
other, being only a commissron on the sale and the 
eost of paper and stamping. At the same rate as 
perctofore, with the exception of bank notes, on 
which aninerease appears proper (with an opiion 
to ine banks to pay 1-20 part ef their dividends in 
lieu thereof,) they are estimated to produce 500,000 
Yloare 
ii 8 RECAPITULATION. 
pirect tax, gross amount, $ 5,009,000 
Duties on spirits, and li- 
cences to distilleries, 











eross amount, ¥ 400,000 
Refined sugar, gross a- 

mount, 200,000 
Retailers’ licences, do. 700,000 
Sales at auction, do. 50,000 
Duties on carriages, = pod 
. duties oO. " 
Stamp ’ 2,000,000 

Total gross amount $ 3,000,000 

Deduct expences of assessment and 

eollection and losses, estimated at x 

15 per centum. ed 790,000 
Wet amount estimated for 1814, $ 4,250,000 
But are not estimated to yield 


in 1813, more than 3,600,000 





Most of the internal taxes have been estimated at 
their marimun® but it is hoped that any defalcation 
from the estimated amount, will be compensated by 
a diminution in the expences oi collection, which 
have also been computed at the highest rate. 

For the superintendance of those taxes, both di- 
rect and indirect, it appears indispensable that the 
office of commissioner of the revenue should be 
re-established. For their collection, the former 
offices of supervisor and inspector, are believed to 
have been unnecessary and injurious links in ihe 
system, and that the expense will be diminished. 
and the collection and accountability better secured 
by the division o* the states into convenien: colleo- 
tion districts, and by the appointment of a collector 
to each district, who will pay into the treasury, and 
be immediately accountable to that department in 
the same manner as the collectors of customs.— 
This arrangement, the greater amount to be col- 
lected, and the simplification in the ebjects and 
mode of taxation will, it is hoped, reduce in a short 
time, the expences of collection of the indirect 
taxes to 7 1-2 stead of 13 per centum, which they 
formerly cost, when brought-to their highest de- 
greeof improvement. In estimating the charges 
on the direct tax at 15 per cent. 5 per cent. have 
been allowed for the assessment 5 per cent. for the 
collection, and 5 per cent. for losses. This last item 
is principally on account of losses on unseated lands, 
and on some remote districts of country, and is 
not susceptible of much reduction. That for assess- 
ment may be lessened in those states where tie ob- 
jects of taxation do not require an annual valua- 
tion, or where the state or county assessments may 
be used. The expense of collection proper may be 
also in some degree lessened im cities and populous 

Voy. b rnp 6F Bop 


districts,and by uniting it with that of the internat 
taxes. It is, however, necessary that the compen» 
sation of the collectors be sufficient to command 
the service ofmen properly qualified, and in every 
respect worthy of the trust. 

In performing the ungracious task of pointing out 
new objects of taxation, those have-been submitted 
which appeared sufliciently productive, and least 


oppressive. The objections to which each, includ- 


ing the increase of duties on importations, is liable 
have not been stated, not because I was insensible 
ofihem, but because no substiiute of any impore 
tance was perceived, which was not still more obs 
jectionable. Every tax being in some degree an 
evil, is therefore liable to seme objection; and 
every one taken singly, may for that reason be 
easily combatted. But if the necessity of an addi- 
tional revenue be admitted, the objections afford ne 
ar@ument why the tax proposed, should be rejected, 
unless another less inconvenient be substituted. 
The necessity of such an addition to the revenue, 
has in the course of this letter been strongly urged, 
because it was strongly felt; but with respect to 
the taxes proposed, the selection is submitted with 
diffidence, and it will be highly gratifying that some 
more eligible may be devised. 

The last inquiry of the commitiee relates princie 
pally to the terms on which loans amounting to af 
lexst ten millions ef dollars per annum, may be 
obtained, and to the plan proper to be adopted for 
the reimbursement of such loans. 

The terms on which annual Joans to that amount 
may be obtained, can be ascertained only by expe- 
riment. Government has never since its organizae 
tion, obtained considerable loans within the United 
States, at the rate of six percent. per year, except 
from the bank of the United States; and these on 
a capital of ten millions, never amoun-ed to seven 
millions in the whole. In proportion to the amount 
wanted for the service of the year, and to the in- 
crease of stock of the public debt at market, the 
terms must naturally become less favorable. It 
must also be recollected, that in addition to the 
sum wanted to defray the extraordinary expences 
ofthe war, an annual loan equal to the annual re- 
imbursement of the six per cent. and deferred stocks 
prescribed by law, will alse be required. This, 
together with the reimbursement of the residue of 
the converted stock, amounting to 565,000 dollars, 
will for this year amount, as has been stated in the 
annual report, to 2,135,000 dollars. As the inter. 
est on the existing debt as included in the “current 
expences,” the loan necesssry for the reimburse- 
ment of the six per cent. and deferred stocks will 
fer each subsequent year, amount only to 1,570,000 
dollars. The loans for those sums, will indeed 
crea#e no addition to the amount of the debt, but 
will nevertheless increase the total sum to be annu- 
ally borrowed. It must also be observed, that if 
the price of stocks should sink below par, ihe com- 
missioners of the sinking fund are bound, by the 
existing laws, to apply the residue of the annual 
app-opriation of eight millions a year to the 
chase of stock; and that residue will this yeap 
amount to 5,640,000 doilars, wh:eh in that case 
must also be borrowed. It is a view of those seve- 
ral considerations, which has crea'ed an apprehen- 
sion that loans to such large amount might not 
perhaps be ebtained on ag favorable terms as under 
other circumstances, and with. the powerful assist- 
ance of a national bank, had been formerly antici- 
pated. Thesame view of the subject has most 





forcibly impressed a conviction of the necessity of 
an eddational revenue, Por if further loans be also 
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resorted to fur dcrraving the oramary expences and 


the interest. they must, if at ail practicable, be!the redemption of the debe. 
Excluding) can now be foreseen, there is the strongest rea- 


ebiained on the most: ruimous. terins. 
that idea, and embracing only the loans which are 
aahsolutely necessary, it appears to me more prudent 


not to himit the rate of interest by law. 


A discre- 


ia surplus of three millions of doliars applicable t8 
So tar therefore as 


son to believe that ‘he debt thus contracted will 
| be discharged with facility and as speedily as 
fhe loans will permit. Nor does any other plan in 


tionary power in that respect ts, so far as relates to | that respect appear necessary tu extend the applic. 
the executive, altogether ineligible; but it is prefer-| tien of the annual approprisiion of eight millions, 
ableto the risk of leaving the public service unpro-| and wiich is amply sufficient for that purpose, to 


wided for. 
that the loans may be made irredeemable for a term 


not less than ten years. 


It is also for the same reason, requisite| the paymentof inierest and reimbursement of the 


principal of the new debt. No doubt can be enter. 
tained of that mode being sufficiently efliczcious, 


In a former communication to the committee of}since by that plan alone torty_six millions of tie 


waysand means, it Was suggested that “treasury 
notes,” bearing interest, might, toa certain extent, 
be issued, andto that extent diminish the amount 
to be directly borrowed. Vhe advantage they would 
have would resuit trom their becoming a part of the 
circulating medium, and taking, to a certain dezrce, 
the place of bank notes. it is evident, however, 
that for the same reason the issue must be moderate 
and never exceed the amount which may circulate 
without deprecia ion. 

The doans necessary for the present year, are, 
ist. A sum egual te that which may, during the 
year, be reimbursed on account of the principal of 
the debt. Qdiy. The amount of expences which have 
been or mav be authorised by congress and are not 
dneluded in the annual estimates. 

The first sum willcertainly amount to 2,135,000 
‘dollars, and may be greater if the stock should sink 


below par. 


The second sum cannot yet be stated, since the |. 


@xtent of the expences which may be authorised is 
not yet ascertained, and as the estimates for the 
additional army already authorised, have net yet 
been reccived by the treasury department. 

The deficit of 1,200,000 dollars (on the peace 
establishment) isnot included as absolutely neces- 
sary, although its payment will, as stated in the 
annual report, leave in the treasury, a smaller ba- 
lance than wider existing circumstances, is eligible. 

It may be proper to repeat that so long as the 
public credit is preserved, and a sufficient revenue 
as provided, no doubts are entertained of the possi- 
bility of procuring, on loan, the sums wanted to 
“lefray the extraordinary expences of a war; and 
that the apprehensions expressed relates solely to 
the terms of the loans, to the rate of interest at 
~which they: can be obtained. 


The reimbursement of- the new debt which may 

be created, must ultimately depend on the respective 
revenue and expenditure of the United States, after 
the restoration of peace. No artificial provisions, 
Ro appropriations or investments of partacular funds 
‘in certain persons, no nominal sinking fund how- 
ever constructed, will ever reduce a public debt, 
unless the net annual revenue shall exceed the 
‘aggregate of the annual expences, incltiting the 
interest on the debt. Those who create the debt 
‘can only estimate what the peace revenue arid ex- 
penditure will be, and presume that the supposed 
surplus will de faithfully and perseveringly applied 
to the payment of the principal. 

The current or peace expences have been es- 
timated at nine millions ofdollars. Supposing the 
<icbt contracied during the war not to exceed fifty 
millions, and its annual interest to amount to three 
milifons, the aggregate of the peace expenditure 
would beno more than twelve millions. And as 
the peace revenue 6f the United States may at the 
existing rate of duties be fairly estimated at fifteen 


qnillions, there would remain from the first outset 


public debt have been reimbursed during the last 
eleven years. If the national revenue exceeds the 
national expence, a simple appropriation for the 
payment of the principal of the debt and co-exten. 
sive with the object, is sufficient, and will infallibly 
extinguish the debi. Ifthe expence exceeds the 
revenue, the appropriation of any specific sum, 
und ihe investment of the interest extinguished, or 
orany other fund, will prove altogether nugatory; 
and the national debt will notwithstanding that 
appropriation, be annually increased by any amount 
equal to the deficit in the revenue. 











| Vie annual interest on the existing debt 
amounts to 


$ 2,2 20,000 








And estimating the interest on the new 
debt at 3,000,000 

The sumt which, on the annual appro- 

priation ef eight millions, would at 

the restoration of peace, be applicable 
to the payment of principal, is 2,780,000 
8,060,009 





A sum somewhat less than the presumed surplus 
of three millions, ss above stated, and which will 
| be nearly suffic.ent to reimburse before the year 1823 
, the whole existing debt cf the Uniied States, with 
| the exception of the three per cent stock. The loans 
contracted during ihe war being made irredeemable 
for at least ten years the first reimbursement would 
fallon that year; and the whole oi the appropria- 
| tions of eight millions after deduetiug 485,000 dollars 
for the interest of the three per cent stock, would 
thenceforth be applicable to the payment of the inte- 
rest and principal of the new debt. The precise pe- 
riod of final extinguishment, and the precise ‘amount 
of annual payments will depend upon the terms of 
the loans, and upon the number of years for which 
it may be necessary to make each loan irredeemable 
But this sketch is sufficient to show, Ist, That no 
inconvenience will arise in making the loans irre 
deemable for ten years, since there is not much pro- 
bability that they could be sooner discharged. 2dly, 
That the appropriation of eight millions will be suf- 
ficient for their final reimbursement. 3dly, That 
the reimbursement, and that of the whole debt of the 
United States (the three per cent. stock excepted) 
will probably be effected within fifteen years after 
the restoration of peace. It must always be remem- 
bered that those estimates are predicated on the 
supposition that an additional revenue to‘the amount 
already stated will be provided, and that the i 
crease of debt during the war, will not exceed fifty 
millions. 





In answering the inquiries of the committee on 
subjects so intimately connec:ed with the most 1m- 
portant questions of national concern, it became 40 
imperious duty to represent; every circumstance 
precisely as it was or appeared to be, and without 
exaggerating or disguisire any ef the difficulti® 
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which must be encountered. To understand these 
to their full extent will atford the best means ofo- 
yercoming them; and there is none wiich appears 1n- 
gurmy untable or even discouraging, Wat appears 
to be of vital importance is, that the crisis suouid 
at once be met by the adoption of efficient mea 
sures, Which will with certainty provide licans 
commensurate with the expense, and by preserving 
unimpaired, ins:ead of abusing, that public credit 
on which tue public resources so eminently depend, 
will enable the United States to persevere in the 
contest until an honorable peace shall have been 
ebtained. i 
Ehave the honor to be, with great respect, si’, 
your obedient servant, 
ALBERT GALLATIN. 
The honorable Ezekiul Bacon, 
Chairman ef the comimictee of ways-and means. 





Mr. Mosely proposed that 5000 copies of the com- 
munication sotld be printed. Tiis motion was 
seconded by Mr. Milnor; who, on account of its 
importance, conended tor the necessity of making 
it as public as possible. It was opposed by Mr. 
Bacon, as improper, and incurring an unnecessary 
expense. improper, because it would be giving 
anundue sanc.ion io a letter to one of the commit- 
tees of the house, which had not been acted upon 
(and which it was unusual to publish at all) icur- 


ring an unnecessary expense, because the letter otf 


tlle secretary would undoubtedly be printed in every 
newspaper in the United S.ates, and by this means 
be made more generally public, than it would be in 
any other way. Motion negatived 75 to 42. 

Mr. Maxwell then moved that 1900 copies be 
printed. This motion, after some observations 
trom Messrs. Wright, Fisk and Findley, im which 
they urged the uupropriety of giving any coun‘e- 
mince to a letter, cou.aining propositions which 
woull not probably be agreed to by congress, and 
which would serve only unnecess.rily to alarm the 
people, was negatived 60 to 52, 

Mr. Davenport moved to have 500 copies printed, 
which motion was also negatived, and the usual num- 
ber ordered tobe printed. 

Tie house then resolved itself into a committee 
ef the whole, Mr. Nelson in the chair, on the bill 
concerning the naval establishment, when Messrs. 
Bassett and Mitchell each spoke at considerable 
length in favor of the bill. After which, the com- 
mittee rose, and had leave to sit again. Adjourned. 

Tuesday, Jan. 21. After several private petitions 
had been presented and referred— 

The speaker laid before the house, statements 
from the secretaries of state and war, containing’ 
lists of the clerks, with their compensations,employ- 
od in each department. 


Also, areport from the secretary of state, in pur- 
suance of a resolution of the house of the 20th ult. 
calling for a list of the names of persons who have 
obtained patents tor new arts or inventions. 


The several communications were ordered to be 
printed, 

The house then resolved itself into a committee 
of the whole on the bill concerning the navy. Mr. 

elson in the chair; when Messrs. Johnson. and 

oberts spoke against the bill and Messrs. Lowndes 
and Law in favor of it; after which, the committee 
fose, and had leaye to sit again. Adjourned. 


Wednesday, January 22. Mr. Richardson, a mem- 


ber from the state of Massachusetts, appeared and 
O& hts seat 


Several petitions of a private nature: were pre. 
Sented and referred. 

A message was received from the president of" 
the Unitel States, inclosing a communication. from. 
the governor of Now Jerse,, with certain resolu- 
ions of the levislature of that state approbatory of 
the measures of the general government. ° Ordered 
to lie on the table. 

The louse again went into a committee of the 
whole on the bill concerning the navy, Mr. Velson 
m the chair. The question on filling up the blank 
in the section which provides for repairing the ves- 
sels on hand, with four hundred and eighty thou. 
sand dollars, was carried by a large majority. 

The next section provides for tie building-of—~ 
additional trigates. 

Mr. Cheves pioposed.to fill the blank with the 
word ¢e7. 

tv. Rinea moved: to strike out this section from 
the bill. After some debate, in which Messrs. 
Rhea, Sinilie, Blackledge and Boyd spoke in favor 
of the motion, and Messrs. Cheves, Newton, Clav 
(the Speaker) and. Mitchell against it, the motion 
was negatived 52 to47. The committee then rose 
and obtained leave to sit again. Adjourned. 

( For Lhiursday s proceedings see page 392.) 
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Additional Army. 


The force to be immediately raised by the biti 
which has passed Congress is to consist of 
Ten regiments of infantry, 
Two regiments of artillery, 
One regiment of light dtagoons. 
The regiments of artillery are to. consis: of two. 


battalions of ten companies each. The efficient 
force of arcgiment of artillery to be as follows: 








Colonel, - - _* 1 Surgeon’s Mates, 2. & 
Lieutenant Colonels 2} Serjeant majors, . 9 
Majors, - - _2'| Quarter master serjis. 2 
Captains, - 29 | Senior Musicians, - 9 
First Lieutenants, - 20 | Serjeants, ‘ 80. 
Secoud Lieutenants 26 | Corporals, “ 89 
Cadets, - 40 | Ariificers, « 960 
Adjutants, - 2} Musicians, : AJ 
Quarter-master, 1 | Privates, ‘ 1440- 
Pay-master, - it ts nc 
Surgeon, .- - 1 Total, 1918: 


A regiment of infantry is to consist of the same 
field and stafi officers as above, with 18 captains, 
18 first and 18 second lieutenants, 18 ensigns, 72> 
serjeants, 72 corporals, 36 musicians, and 1800. 
privates; to form two battalions, each of nine com- 

anies. Total 2070. Tue total of the regiments of - 
dragoons 1182. They are to be raised for five. 
years. 

The new general staff is to consist of two major 
generals, to be allowed two aids each; five bri-. 
gadier generals, each to be allowed a brigade major, 
and aid; an adjutant general and an inspector pee- 
neral. 


The pay of the general staff as follows:—Majo® 
generals, two hundred dollars, and twenty dollar®: 
for forage, per month, and fifteen rations per day 
Brigadier generals, one hundred and tour doliars, 
and sixteen dollars for forage, per month, an , 
twelve rations per day. Aids de camp io maj q 


generals, twenty-four doilars and ten dollars -fop. 


forage, per month, and four rations per day, in ad, 





| dition to. their pay ip the ling, [Centineh 
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in 15Uu. _ ee in 13lu. | 
COUNTIES, &c. 231-2 { Sy ie Bury 
Jey S31 sf{e Es] § 5 
BERR BRS 54 
hats. niga 7 | 5904 1,437, 8,208 
scorgetown, : ' |} 3235, 1,162 4,948 
Washington eounty, exclusive of 5,672! 2,072] 8,144 ny one 
the city and Georgetown, (11208 955 2,315 
Alexandria, - pias . - 3,727| 875} 4,971 | 4903 1,488 7,227) 
Acexandria cdanty exclusive of the town, - 657; 297; 978 | 831 «353° 1,325 
Torans, : : . : Luc 3.1441 14,093] 16979 5,395 24,023 
SPU SSIESIDp: 
frhustingion, - - -. = -& - ( oy 498) 1,250 9,010 Suu) 2,920 
Vickering, i a re ee ee | 
j dams, - - - : : - | 2,348] 2,257] 4,660] 4,355’ 5,671) 10,002 
Baldwin, - - -  - or -667 717) 1,427 
Se a we) set ee | 3,312 1,422) 4,750 
| (CLAIBORNE, . ° ~ © ° W' 1.552 1,938 3,102 
é FPuaNKLIn, - : . - - HW 1,268 7335; 2,016 
7 Munisox, - - - - - 3,745 948 4,699 
A JervERsON,. - . - - - 2,189 1,792; 4,091 
t WaARHEN, - - - - - - 622 73; 1 11.11 
a Warne, « ~ . ™ 7 | 972 262 1,253 
; WILKINSON, - - - - - - : | 2,432 2,630! 5,068 
HK Torars, ______5,179| 3,489] 8,850 123,024 17,088, 49,352 
La gudtana.t 
ah Met, 2 fll ll ll ee 2408; 28] 2517) 4551, 135, 7,949 
il Randolph, ~ - - - . 062 107) 1,103 
pag St. Clair, - . - - - 1,213) = mone = 1,295 
ag DEARBORN, “ « - . - . - | | 7,218) none} 7,310 
ate CLARK, : : ; er ae | | 1 5,549| 81 5,670 
bak Harnison, : - ° - } 3,562 21) 3,595 
nh | Torars. 4,577 135 4,875123,890| 237/24,520 
ay Orleans. 
Me Parisiies ot New Orleans. ¢ | ‘ m 
Ad County of Ortzaxs—City and suburbs of N. Orleans, | 6,331 5,961 
be | Precincis of do. | 1,670 4,863 
Hi Plaquemine ee | Se Fay 
rk, St. Bernard, - - | 628 _ 382 
| ae GERMAN COAST St. Charles, . - : | ae, S585 
a St.In. Baptiste, - -  - 1,402 1,518 
i ui ACADIA St. James, ad ? ° 1,962 1,952 
tae Ascension, ae ee } 61,141 1,031 
‘ “ La Foucut Assumption, - - : 1,915 547 
te Interior of La Fouche ° | 1,701 289 
af BERVILLE Iberville, Pew *- « | 1,429 1,205 
os Baton Rouge, - - -; | 706: 675 
i 4 Point CoupEs Point Coupee, ° . ° 1,248 3,187 
aM ‘ONCORDIA Concerdia, - - . | 1,279; 1,581 
4 AVACHITTA Auachitta - - : | 784 284 
mi RapPiees Rapides, e . ~ 996) 1,081 
: i Catahula, . - - 808! 348 
At Avoyelles, eee 4 783, 404 
iH! N ATCHITOCHES Natchitoches, ~ - 2 1,215 1 476 
; (l PELOUSAS Opelousas, - ~ . 1 1989 1,670 
ra TTAKAPAS Attakapas, - . . | 3,959} 3,132 
; Torars. 134,311 34,669 
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*Jn 1800, called “Territory of the United States south o1 tie Ohio ” 
+ Randolph and St. Clair now form @ part of the Illinois territory—sce next page. 
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; ~ In 1860. Ce | 
| ene a | P aT s 
COUNTIES. thy Ss | - Soy oy = 
= 3 & S ~ Zt oS ~ - 
eS 2 ~ 238 cs ‘ 
Dernoir, - o re - é 2,114 17} - 2,227 
Eure, - ° - - . ° ‘ 1,327 At 1,340 
Hunxon - - - = - - 578 2 580 
MIcHILIMACKINAC, - ee - (599 1} - 615 
q 
Torats, é é 3 > P i 4,618 24] 4,762 
Loutstana, 
}Districtof St. Cuanirs, - - “ : 3,221 271) 3,50 
Do. Sr. Lovis, ° - - ~ 4,807, 740} 5,66 
Do. Sr Gewneryreve, - - . 3,173} 988} 4,62( 
Do. Cave Grranpgar, . < - 3,291 589) 3,88 
Do. New Mannip, - - m 1,811 287} 2,103 
Settlement of Horerteiy & Sr. Francis, - 159} 29; 18 
Do. on the ARKENSAS, - - - 765} 107} 87 
i a Mas Sevag ee Wes a W]17,2271 3,011120,845} 
Widen od 
*Jilinats, 
Sr. Cire, - - - ° - : - ws “1,213] none. 1,255|| 4,908 40} 5,00 
RANDOLPH, - - - : ° ° - 962 10 1,102)} 6,547 12.] 7.275 
Torats, a: ar ee ee 11,555| 168! 82) 





French ‘Troops in Spain, &c. 

From a late paper of Cadiz (savs the Essex Re- 
gister) we havean estimate of the troops said to have 
entered Spain, from France, in the time included 
between the 19th October, 1807, and the 31st of 
July, 1811, and they are supposed to exceed 600,090 
men. As the tables appear to have been drawn up 
with great attention, and not in general numbers, 
they may serve at least to guide ustoa general 
opinien of the proportion in the respective years, 
and ofthe relative number of the infantry, horse 
and artillery. The highest number of infantry is 
given in 1808, and exceeding 200,000. About a 
quarter part of that force had been sent in the pre- 
ceding year, and in the year following, and about a 
twentieth part had been added in the succeeding pe- 
riod, giving in all 415,654 infantry. In 1808, it is 
said above 36,000 horse were sent on the same route, 
Guipiscoa and Navarre, about a fifth of that num- 
ber in the preceding year, and about a sixth in the 
year following, but more than half that number in 
the next period, giving a whole number not exceed- 
ing 68,000. Nearly 8000 artillery is said to have 
entered in 1808, and the total of the French who 
entered Spain in the aboveterm, by Guipiscoa and 
Navarre, isgiven at 506,998. To this table is add- 
ed another in the same form, of those who are sup- 
posed to enter by Irun in the same time. We say 
supposed, though nothing is said to imply any doubts. 
The infantry which entered in this route in the res- 
pective years, are made to amount to 69,127, the 
horse to 9,922, with about 300 artillery, amounting 
in all, with all the attendants of the army, to 118,231. 
The troops supposed to have been existing in Spain 
at the last of thedates, are given at 140,000, and this 
is said to be without great error, and it is calculated 
that the war in Spain, reckoning from June 1808, 
cost the French annually 110,000 men, 9000 month- 


“ 


Spanish losses in the s#ime time, and it could not be 


tso easy to know what losses had been’ sustained 


among the troops of the country, as among the 
foreign troops who had entered for foreign service. 
From the statement it appears that it has not been 
an easy purchase, but no vigor seems wanting in 
the French to maintain the country they have con- 
quered., 


(OM ihe ner emer ere 
United States’ Militia Bill. 





SUBSTANCE OF THE SUPPLEMENTARY MILITIA BILL. 
Sec. 1. Organizes a miner class of militia, toe 
consist of all persons liable to do militia duty, over 
18 and under 21 years of age, liable to beordered out 
whenever the president may have power to callout 
detachments of militia, to continue 3 months in ther 
actual service only, in the state where they reside. 

Sec. 2. Constitutes a junior class, to consist ov 
all men over 21 and under 30, to serve 12 1nonths at 
a time, in any part of the United States. 

Sec. 3. Provides fora senior class over 39 and 
under 45, to serve 6 months at a time, in their own 
or an adjoining state. 

Sec. 4, Every captain must enroll the militia ot 
his company on the first Monday of April annually. 

Sec. 5. A part of such class only to serve at one 
time, to bedesignated by lot; and no individual te 
do actual duty more than once; until the whole 
class shall have served. 

Sec. 6. Every militia man may furnish a substi- 
tute out of the class to which he belongs. 

See. 7. Every officer tailing to do his duty, shall 
be cashiered, and fined not exceeding 50 dollars by 
a court martial. 

Sec. 8. Every inhabitant enrolled among the mi- 
litia on the first Monday in April, 1813, shail, six 





ly and 300 every day. No estimate is given of the 


the right to which shall imalienably be vested ia 


months thereafier, be entitled to one stand of armsy. 
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him, and which cannotbe levied or distrained upon,| operations. Of the first piece finished by these 


to satisfy any demand whatever; provided, that eve- 
ry such inhabitant shall make oath that he has not 
before received a stand of arms; liable to be fined 
and punished for making false oath. 

Sec. 9, Any militia man selling bis stand of arms, 
or disposing of it in any manner, shall be fined 40 
dollars and imprisoned 90 days. 

Sec. 10. Any person exporting, or causing to be 
Gepor tert any such stand of arms shall be fined 50 

ars. 

_Sec. 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, contain provi- 
sions to regulate che manner in which the arms shail 
be preserved, or forfeited in particular events, and 
2 | into execution the preceding provisjons of 

e 





Arts and Manufactures. 


At Lynn, in Massachusetts, during the year 1811, 
nearly one million pairs of women’s shoes were ma- 
mufactured. The upper leathers are formed of the 
domestic sheep or foreign goat skins dressed in mo- 
rocco fashion. Sheep skins, which a few years 
ago were worth only a few cents, when finished for 
making shoes and slippers as above, are valued at 
two dollars and a quarter. Domestic manufactures 
of morocco commenced in 1796 or ¥797—at present, 
the whole union is supplied with it, and there is no) 
occasion whatever for the imported material. 

The following advertisement is copied from a Phila- 


as 


Sas, 
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gentlemen the president of the United States. wore 
asuiton the lst inst.—it was finished onlv on the 
24th of December. It is stated by good judges to 
be equal, in every respect, to the best quality im- 
‘ported. 

Mr. Dupont was the first, or among the first, of 
those who introduced the merino into the United 
States; and his flock is, perhaps, the largest and 
best in America. 


BEMERY.—The art of making emery [corun. 
dum} which is an article of the first consequence 
in the cotton and woollen manufactories, and in 
white smithery, has been discovered by Pliny Earle 
and Brothers, card makers, in Leicester, (Mass.). 
It is presumed that after a few small manufactories 
of this article are established, the expense of which 
will not be great, a supply can be furnished of a 
sttperior quality to that which has been imported: 
The manufacture of this article will make a consi- 
erable annual saving to the United States; and at 
a time when it is, becoming scarce, it must bea 
pleasing circumstance, that one more article of 
prime necessity is reduced, for certainty, to domes- 
tic origin and manufacture. How far the raw ma- 
terial pervaces this country, is not known--as 
yet, it has been found in but few places; it is, how- 
ever expected that New-England will furnish an 
ample supply for ages; and it is supposed that it 
may be found in various parts of the Union. 

Nat. A zis. 





delphia paper as announcing the liberal establish- 

ment of a most important and interesting manu- 

facture. 

AMERICAN MANUFACTORY GF VLANE IRONS, XC. 

The public are respectfully informed, that the 
subscriber has (of Mr. Datiiel Pettibone’s Manufac-. 
tory of cast or other steel) for sale, plane irons, by 
the gross, dozen, or single, war: anted; also, book- 
binder’s knives. 

And at short notice can furnish, clothier’s shear 
blades, paper mill knives, hay knives, straw knives, 
chissels, gouges, hoes, spades, shovels, trowels, 
drawing knives, scythes, siths, cooper’s and block 
maker’s tools, furrier’s knives, tanner’s ficshing 
knives, knives for dressing skins for gloves or parch- 
ment, knives for cutting tobacco—and almost all 
ether plated edge tools. 

EBENEZER BETTS. 
North seventh-street, Philadelphia. 
_ P.S. The above articles are manufactured accord- 
‘ng to Mr. D. Pettibone’s patented improvement. 
Newsvroan, (Nn. ¥.) Dec. 24. 

Messrs. Reeve and Dubois, of this village, have 
received from the woollen manufactory of Mr. 
@eorge Booth of Poughkeepsie, an assortment of 
common and superfine broad cloths, which they 
are now selling at a lower rate than European cloth 
of the same. fineness, and which is more durable 
and-of equal beauty. | 

A citizen of this state, has lately deposited in 
the patent office, drawings, specification, &c. of a 
machine that will perform the labor of 6 or 8 hands 
per day. It will cut with the greatest accuracy.— 
Any description of files, from the coarsest to the 
finest, may be cut by changing one wheel or pinion. 

[£gis. 

The manufacturing establishment of Messrs. Du- 
pont, Bauduv, and Co. on the Brandywine, near 
Wilmington, Delaware—an establishment second. 
to none in this country, and for execution is likely 


American vtanufactures increasing —Gilbert FE 
Hunt is about establishing a manufactory of Emr. 
nr, which we are told is of a superior quality, and 
will supercede the necessity of application to the 
European market for that e«ticle. [MM ¥. Col. 


From the Boston. Chronicle. 

Very iateresting discovery—-Two very ingenious 
mechanics, living at Montpelier, within the pale of 
the Green Mountains in Vermont, having a lauda- 
ble zeal to improve the mechanic arts with advan- 
tage to themselves, and their country, and farther 
stimulated by the generous premium offered by 
the French government, for the best method ta 
spin flax, &c. engaged in the mvention of macli- 
nery for that purpose; and it is with pleasure that 
the writer of this article can say, with the fullest 
assurance, that they have accomplisked this grand 
design. This machinery has steed the test of 
experience; the principle is entirely new, and as 
simple as perfect. The machinery is now in actual 
operation, and has run (more or less) for six months 
past. 

The principle, if rightly applied, with suitable 
materials and corresponding machinery, will pros 
duce every kind of cordage manufactured from flax 
or hemp, which is necessary for the convenience of 
mankind, from the coarsest rope to the finest cam- 
brie. 

The economy produced by this machinery, wher 
contrasted with cotton spinning, is three-eigats, 
and upon manual! labor four-fifths. 

This astonishing improvement.in the art of spin- | 
ning, which mechanics and men of science in all 
parts of the glebe have labored in vain to produce, 
seems peculiarly reserved to be brought forth by the 
new world, and at a time the most fortunate. 

It is worthy of remark, that the authors of this 
invention are sober, industrious men, but in very 
indigent circumstances, and itis feared unable t¢ 








¢o be inferiay te few in the world, kes commenced its | 


prosecute ta advantage se noble a design. 
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Chronicle. 


| Bartrvore, January 25, 1812. 

The Senate of the United States, has been chiefly 
eccupied with business of a private nature, since 
sur last notice of their proceedings. Thebill from 
the house of representatives authorising the presi- 
dent to accept and organize certain volunteer corps, 
was twice read on the 17th inst. and referred toa 
commiitee of five members On the 21st Mr. Reed 
laid on the table a resolution for the purpose of as- 
eertaining, as far as the same may be practicable, 
the number of ships or vessels, and amount of 
tonnage, and merchandize of the growth, produce 
or manufacture of the United States, exported from 
thence to any port or place in France, subsequent 
to the repeal of the Berlin and Milan decrees, also 
to ascertain the duties paid or payable on such arti- 
cles of merchandize. 


Governor Harrison. —it is the easiest thing in the 
world to find fault. The pert insinuation of a fool, 
(vho condemns before he reasons, or is ready to 
answer before he hears a question) has oftentimes 
done most serious injury toa wise and good man.— 
The conduct of governor Harrison, and the pre- 
soned instructions of the executive, have afforded 
a pretty fertile field for paragraph oratery in the 
news-pupers, in which the editors supposed what 
they pleased, and drew their conclusions accordingly. 
As soo. as room is afforded, we intend to insert the 
letter of this valuable man to that old veteran, his 
friend, general Scott, governor of Kentucky, with 
various proceedings much to his honor, as well as 
that of colonel Boyd, of the regular army, of whom 
governor H. has so handsomély spoken on every 
occasion: but cannot refrain, at this time, from 
presenting the following resolutions of the house of 
representatives of Kentucky, a state that suffered 
the loss of some of her best citizens in the conflict, 
and whose representatives, it is fairly to be presu- 
med, know nearly as much of the business as some 


/ 


ethers who have decided with more promptitude, | 


and no less assurance. 


LEGISLATURE oF Kentucky, Jan. 7, 1812. 

Resolved, by the senate and house of representa- 
tives of the state of Kentucky, in the late campaign 
against the Indians upon the Wabash, gov. Wm. 
Henry Harrison has behaved like a hero, a patriot, 
and a general; and that for his cool, deliberate, skil- 
ful an gallant couduct in the battle of Tippecanoe, 
he well deserves the warmest thanks of his country 
and the nation. 

Resolved, That the governor of this state be re- 
quested to transmit a copy of the above resolution 
to governor Wm. Henry Harrison. 

On the night of the 16th inst. eight or nine 
wooden houses were destroyed by fire at Richmond 
—“the night of the 26th,” (on the alarm being 
given, says the writer of the account) “rushed up- 
on the memory of all, and screams and shrieks re 
echoed and run through the streets.” The loss of 
property, is estimated at 15 or $20,000 but no one 
personally injured. The ravages of the flames were 
stopped by the parapet walls of an adjacent brick 
building. 


Counterfeiters of Bank notes—We congratulate 
the public on the dissolution of the most formidable 
co-partnership in villainy that ever existed in the 
United States. The gang that lately sat out to in- 
undate the middle states with counterfeit notes, ap- 
pears to have been completely broken up at the very 
commencement of its career. Twelve er thirteen 


‘|speech—and on Wednesday Mr. Clay 


| CONTINGENT EXPENcHRS—1811, 


On the 16th inst. the president of the United 
States by message, presented to congress an aca 
count of the contingent expences of the executive 
for the year 1811, as follows: | 
To—three warrants drawn in favor of 

William C. €. Claiborne 


One do. in favor of D. Holmes, 


$2,300 06 











governor of the Mis, Ter. 96 00 
Balance subject to the orders of 
the president 16,842 72 
20,240 72 
By—-amount granted the president 
February 20, 1811, 20,000 08 
Ditto from C. A. Rodney, late 
attorney general of the United 
States, a balance in his hands 
of monies heretofore advanced 
fromm this fund in a former ape 
propriation _ 240 72 
$20,240 72 


Tat navy.—A strong disposition is manifested to 
increase the navy of the United States to such an 
extent as may be judged adequate to the protection 
ofour coasts and harbors. The report of the com- 
mittee, to whom that part of the president’s mes- 
sage relating to a naval establishment was referred 
of which Mr. Cheves is chairman, has long been 
laid off for insertion, but as yet omitted—it is de. 
cidedly in favor of building some ships of the line 
and a number offrigates. This report was supported 
by Mr. Cheves in committee of the whole, a few 
days ago, in a most eloquent and arguméntative 

spe 

advocated the building of sen frigates in ie poe 
masterly manner—contending that the western 
states were as much benefitted bya navy as any 
other, to secure New Orleans and the safety of pas- 
sage through the gulf, &e. The committee of 
the whole have agreed to appropriate money for 
fitting out all our present force; and, by a majori- 
ty of five, negatived a motion to strike out thé sec- 
tion for building ten additional frigates, as may ape 
pear by referring to the proceedings. 

The vice consul of France, at Savannah, has ¢i- 
ven notice to the collector of that port, that his 
functions had ceased om the Ist inst. in cons 
“of the odious encroachment committed in that 
city, on the flag and subjects of his imperial majes- 
ty.’ Alluding to the late riot in which twe French 
privateers were burnt, &c. as related in the Weekly 
Register. 

It is stated that gen. Dearborne, of Massachu- 
setts, has been nominated by the president, as 2 
major-general in the additional army—But others 
insinuaie that gen. .2rmstreng is to have the com- 
mand. Perhaps there is no iruth in either rumor. 


“Waskington, January 11. 

“By a statement sen: to the senate this morning’ 
from the treasury department, it appears that, du- 
ring the year beginning October lst, 1909, and 
ending September 30th, 1810, 4,162,766 gallons of 
spirits were distilled in the United States from ma- 
terials other than grain imported from the West- 
{ndies; and that 2,682,947 gallons were distilled 
irom materials other than grain imported from the 
same islands, during the nine months commencing 
the Ist of October, 1810, and terminating the 30th 
June, 1811. The senate have been engaged on no 
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The general assembly of North-Carolina adjourn | 
ed on Monday, the 23d of December, after having 
passed 23 laws ofa public and 109 ofa private nature. 

From the necessity, (says a Raleigh paper,) to 
which the public treasurer has been driven of bor- 
rowing money from the banks for: two years past, a 
small augmentation has been made in the taxes.— 
Land is to pay 10d. instead of 8d, on the 100 acres, 
and town property and polls 2s. 6d. stead of 2s: 
wholesale merchants $12, and retail dealers, $6; 
pediars $6 for every county, and billiard tables $60. 


Ean THQuake.—Esztract from a letter to the edi- 
ter dated Henderson, (Ky.) Dec. 28, 1811. “A 
severe shock of an earthquake was felt at this 
place on the 16th inst. at halt past 2 o’clock, A. M. 
——niany chimneys were cracked by the motion;— 
and at sun-rise another shock threw down most of 
the chimneys so injured. We have had a shock 
every day since until the 25th instant. I expect to 
send you a more particular account.” 


At the date of ourlast advices from Spain, the 
grand armies were many miles asunder, without 
any apparent intention of attacking each other, 
gen. Suchet, after the fall of Saguntum had pro- 
ceeded to invest Valentia. The Spanish genera! 
Ballesteros had overrun Andalusia, advancing with- 
in six or seven leagues of Seville, and defeating se- 
yeral small corps of the French. A great degree 
of military activity seems to prevail in many parts of 
Spain, and the recontres of adverse detachments 
are frequent and very destructive. 


A great want of harmony exists in the Cortes— 
Some of their meetings have been very boisterous. 
In one instance the members and spectators were 
so unruly that the president was compelled to ad- 
sourn. A commission has been appointed to try the 
ex-regent Lardizabal. Mr. Valiente, a member of 
the Cories, denounced by the people, was proiecied 
by a military force on board a ship for a safety.— 
Much more confusion was expected, and indeed 
there seems reason to fear that a counterpart of the 
horrors of Paris during some part of the French re- 
volution, will be performed at Cadiz. 


The militia of the city and county of New-York, 
(says ihe Columbian) consists of ten regiments of 
infantry, one battalion of riflemen, one squadron 
of cavalry, three regiments of artillery, one com- 
pany of flying, co. and one company of veteran 
voimnieers. The field pieces ere of brass, in com- 
plete order for service, and well provided with am- 


> Munition. 


“xclusive of these, the heavy iron pieces mount- 
edon travelling carriages, andthe smail arms and 
zccoutrements in the arsenal, under commissary 
M’Lean, are numerous and in perfect readiness, but 
to what amount, we are not precisely informed. 


The fortifications belonging to the United States, 
exclusive of the forts at the Narrows, and immedi- 
ately atiached to the city, are as follows, and could 


be strengihened by almost any number of cannon at 


tne shortest notice. 


City battery 28 thirty-two pounders 


North: do. 16 do. 

On Bed!low’s Island 30 twenty-four’s 
On Ellis’ do. 14 thirtv-two’s 
At Castle Wiilium 96 forty-two’s 


26 thirty-two’s, and 

50 fitty’s 

45 twenty-four’a, and 

57 1’ besides field pie’s. 
Total 299. 


Fort Columbus 





Letters have been received at Washingion, which 
state, thata large body of Indians, say 3 or 400, 
had assembled at the mouth of Cumberland river, 
nerth of the Ohio, who had taken 15 boats, and 
killed every person on board: of them except two, 
that escaped in acanoe. Weare sorry to be indu- 
ced to believe there is two much truth in the state- 
ments. 

Three hogs were brought to Wilmingion market 
onihe Lith inst. which weighed together 2301 ibs. 
They were raised in the neighborhood. 

Lonpon, November 5. 

A curious invention has been adopted on board 
some of our merchant ships, which seems excel. 
lently caiculated to prevent their being boarded by 
the.enemy’s small privateers or boats. It consists 
in fastening to the ruff-trees and quarter rails of the 
vessels a set of boxes, which contain spring bay- 
onets four fect in length, and which in case of alarm 
are unmediately pushed out in a horizontal position, 
thereby forming a line of bayonets one foot asunder, 
completely fore and aft over which it is extremely 
dificult for the boarders to pass. They seem to 
meet with such general approbation, that it is very 
probable they will supercede the use of boarding 
netting's. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday, January 23.—A few unimportant peti- 
tions were presented and referred. 

Tuk navy—The house again went into a com- 
mittee of the whole, Mr. Nelson in the chair on 
the navy bill. 

On the motien to fill the first blank in the second 
section (number of frigates) with rex, Mr. Widgery 
spoke sometime in its favor. 

The motion was lost by a large majority. 

The vote taken yesterday, not to strike this sec- 
tion, was re-considered, and the section was strick- 
en out. 

Mr. Cheves moved to fill the blank in the fourth 
section (for the purchase of timber, &c.) with two 
hundred thousand dollars annually for three years. 
Mr. Rhea moved to strike eut the section. Messrs. 
Clay (the speaker) Wright, and Mitchell, opposed 
the motion. It was lost, and the motion of Mr. 
Cheves carried by a large majority. 

The committee then rose and the house adjourned, 











The Editor’s Department. 

At this eventful crisis, when every ear is opened 
to learn the proceedings of Congress—when mea- 
sures of the most important nature and tendency are 
agitated or acted upon,it might be reasonably expect- 
ed tiiat the pages of tlie Rretster would be chiefly 
devoted to these topics, though so voluminous as to 
exclude almost every thing else, without being 
able to keep pace withthem. The present number 
will befound highly interesting—the letter from the 
secretary of fhe treasury to the chairman of thecom- 
miivee of ways and means, will command universal 
attention—Its great length, connected with the ar- 
rangements made previous to i.¢ receipt of it, 
have compelied us to postpone the reniainder of 
Mr. Giles speech—the continuation of the History 
of Spain, with many valuable articles of a miscel- 
laneous nature. If possible (compatible with ex- 
isting necessity to reprint certain back numbers of 
the. Register) a suppiement shall be issued next 
week. (Qpulaving discovered the disadvantares of 
the procedure, we shali not, in future, so everload oyr- 
selves with spxxcuys as we have done—but vive & 
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